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Hat T here preſent you, i written with an hearty deſire 

fo ſerve you : How you will accept it, I know not. 1 
have been by ſorwe ſaſpedion, andty others called Papiſt, for no- 
thing but now and then talking what is contained in this Book ; 
which when you read, you will find juſt ſo impertinently, as you all : 
of the Loyal Clergy were called fo heretofore, when you offered 
to ſpeak but a word in Vindication of the Rights and Preroga- 
tive of CHARLES the Second, againſt the Popular Miſprift- 
ons of thoſe Days. 

It is not the Religion, but the Kings late Declaration « the 
Subjett of this Diſcourſe, When the Order came firſt out, and 
was read in the Gazettes, I was frequently in the Company of as- 
vers Clergy-Men ; and once with a great concourſe of them, hap- 
pening juſt about that time to be met together on a Publick Occa- 
fron; The thing was talked, but no Man that I heard made any 
ſcruple of Reading it, as we were commanded, But ſoon after, 
we were attacked with a Letter from aClergy-Man of the City, 
which of a ſudden enlightned our Underſtandings, ard let ns 


Jee how dull our Country Apprehenſions were, Alas ! till then we 
| A 2 could 


I» my Brethren of the Clergy, &c. 


could eſpy nothing in it, againſt our Conſeiences, againſt our Or 
pRares 1 Da both of geeſe on _— and tot = pd and —_ 
avotdable Ruine of our Church. I was ſomewhat aſhamed for 
my ſelf , and the reſt of my ©yulfr5-Brethren, that we fbould 
all Balk this ſame ems of the Eity-Divine. This made me caſt 
my Eye. auer the Declaration again, with a ſarvey aifo-of his 
Letter { Fhe reſutt of uy 7hod bes #1 both is comtarwed in theſe 
following /uke. 7 hat Liheby towards my King, which fron 
my Childhood 1 ſucked in, and. from the Breaſts of our Mother 
the Charch of England, and which, I think, cam never be era 
- ed iw me, has made we wondey at this, which ſeems to me 
ity of ſo many of the Clergy iw this Mutter, Oun firſt Thos hes, 
were very ſudden ; Let us ſtay a Title, ayjd conſider wah "our 
ſecond Thoughts, If I have herein done any thing which may 
be ſerviceable to you for that purpoſe, I think z have þroed 
Cod and my Kiog withal, and an 


- 


Your Loving Brother. 


LETTER 


A Clergy-Man in the Country, 
TO 


The Clergy-Man in the* Ciry, 


Author of a late Letter to his Friend in the Country: 
SHEWING 


Thel nſufficiency of his Reaſons therein con- 


tained for not Reading the Declaration. 


SIR, 


Shall as frezly and as friendly communicate my Thoughts ro you concetn- 
ing the Matter and Attempr of your Letter, as you have profeſſed ro do 
the ſame ro your Friend in the beginning of it, and for the fame Reaſon 
you ad1, namely, 


Tvat this is not 4 time to be reſerved. 


The ugh with reſpect ro His Majeſty and His Afﬀairs of State, perhaps there 
never was more Reaſon and Prudence of our being reſerved in this -JunCtare : 


Yer 


- 


: - 


Yer with reſpe& ts this Attempt, in which you would engage the whole Cler- 
gy with your unhappy Self, and communicate your Contagion in the Ciry to: 
us of the Country, it is otherwiſe. Like the dumb Son of Cre/is, this would 
make a Son of the Church of Eng/and now ſpeak, who neyer ſpake befure ; ro 
fee that fatal Stab, which, by this Letter, and Diſcourſes of this kind, is aim'd 
ar the very Heart of his Mother, and that Doctrine by which ſhe would ſig- 
nalize Her {clf among other Chriſtian Churches, owning Her King next and 
immediately under God, in all Matters Eccleliaftical as well as Civil, Her Su- 
preme Head and Governor. 

- Yow kave, Sir, a..rhis your Lerrer, as an unnatural Member, rikn up 
againſt your Head, charged your Dread Sovercign with the breach of the 
Laws both of God and Man: You have rendred Him a Perſon nor fit ro be 
rraſted ; a Perſon deceitful, and deſigning the Ruine ar the ſame time of thoſe 
He has promiſed ro protect and maintain : You have kicked againſt His Sacred 
Aurtlzority and Power, to which God has commanded every Soul, on pain of 
Damuation, to be ſubject ; and you have attempred to draw the whole Cler- 
gy into the ſame Diſobedience and Damnarion wirh your ſelf ; and thar in an 
Inſtance £> trifling, as makes us at once the Wonder and Derifion of ſuch Fo- 
reign Ambaſſadors as are now refident in the Engliſh Court, whoſe report to 
their Maſters of fach an unprecedented Infolence in us, will alarm all other 
Princcs to a watchful Jealoutie over Men of our Order throughout the Chri- 
ſtian World. 

As for the moſt Reverend rhe Archbiſhop, and the Right Reverend the Bi- 
ſhops concerned with him in this Matter : The fear and doubr, the haſte and 
ſurprize, the Induſtry and Vigilancy of a Party diſcontented, and ſubtitle ro 
ſtep in, and for their Intereſt ro blow the Coals of this Conteſt 3 then the Cla- 
monrs and Threars of a Popular Faction, the falſe Friends, the inceffant Solli- 
citations, giving them reſt neither Day nor Night 3 the crafry laying hold of 
a new Marrer aliene from the firſt, »:x. The Defence of therr Peprage, &c. may 
excuſe 4 tanto, our Reverend Fathers, who unhappily f-ll under theſe Temp- 
rations : And much more the recoil, which I have heard is fince upon the Con- 
icieaces of ſome of them, for what has fallen our on this occalion contrary to. 
ahcir Expectations. 

Bur as for you, and the reſt of us ro whom you direct your Lerter, being 
under no ſuch Temprations, and having more Time and Repole, and none of 
thoſe Impediments of adviſing better with our felves and our Friends; and the 
after Wiidom alſo of reflecting upon the Evils which have already enſued, ane 
the many others like to ſpring out of this Root ; I think our more pradent, 
charitable and Chriſtian Ok ſhould now have been, and I am credibly in- 
formed it is the advice of the Biſhops themſelves, in ſte:d of farther inflaming, 
ro caft Water upen this Fire, which is ſo unhappily kindled berween 'us and 
eur Gracious King. 

None cf thm have yet publiſhed in Print any thing of their Manage and 
Conduct of this Buſinels againſt the King, and I hope never will, how much 
foever they are fſollicired ro do it 3 They had rather, as it ſeems, nor have been- 


neceditated ro own, what was produced in Court, as their Addre1s or Petition 
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to His Majeſty in this Marter ; and I believe do give their Bleffings rather to 
thoſe Sons who cover, than expole, their Fathers Nakcdacls. 

'herefore I have ſome caule to think, you are no Advocate of their imploy- 
ing 3 you are of too hot a Head, and roo much on the Lath, ro be therrs or 
our Charioter art this time : Ir is eafily ſeen, whither you would drive us. 

If you are, as you pretend your (elf, a Son of that Church, an unfſporred 
Loyalry has hitherto beea accounted Her indelcble Charater : 1 am torry to 
find {o little of ir in your Letter; you have by it outdone the fubtilry and 
cruelty of all Her Enemies. 

Never was ſo deadly a ſtroke given, nor fo natural and effectual ro Her 
Ruine, as, that which you commend ro us for the only nerhod of taving Her. 

] am charirably minded you have done this neverthelels of a good Tnterrt, 
crowded along with the zealous Hurry of a Popular Mittake : And the rather, 
becauſe I ſee your Letter makes a better ending than a b:ginning 3 and that 
notwithſtanding your poſitivenels all rhe way, you are nor fo farishced in your 
own Rcaſonings, bur you relent ar laſt into that good Nature and Temper, 
which for your Honour, I will Remark in your own Words, thus : 

Thy, Sir, # cur Caſe in ſhort ; the difficulties are great on b:th Sides 3 and 
therefore now, if ever, we ought to Beſiege Heaven, w:th owr Prayers, for H"\/d:m., 
Ceunſel and Courage, Oc. | 

To clear then the difficulties, which you acknowledge in this Caſe, I ſtall 
apply my ſelf, rouching upon the moſt material parts of your Letter. 

Our Enemies, (you ſay) who have given our Gracicus King this Council aga*n? 
ms, have taken the moſt effettual way, not only to Rume us, = to make us apes? 
the Inſtruments f our own Ruine, that what conſe ſcever we tak; we ſhall be w- 
done, and one ſide or other will conclude, we have undme orr Selves and fall like 
Fools. 

By our Enemies, I conceive, you can mean no other than the Kings Friends, 
whom I believe no further our Enemies, than what amounts to a bare Se D:= 
fFendendo. 

Where they meet us in oppoſition to what neceffarily conduces to the pre- 
ſervation of 'Themlelves, their Lives, their Fortunes, you muſt not blame rhem 
bur the common inſtin&t of Nature, that they-are ſo far our Enemies. 

In all other Caſes, they are our Friends, beyond our Expectations, Enemics 
ſhorr, I am ſure, of our Fears, and of whar was heretofore in publick Prins, 
our own Character and Proſpect of a Popiſh Succelſor. 

As for the Free and Unditturbed Exercile of our Religion, our Churches, 
our Revenues, our Dignities, we enjoy them all : And we have further rhe 
Kings Gracious Offer, of whatſoever other Affurances we can cxcogitate againft 
our Fears and Jcalouſies, leſt they ſhould not continue. 

I know no caule of this great Out-cry againft the King and His Friends, on 
account, that they are our Enemies, nor where we are hurt, unlels by the hokd- 
ing our Hands, from flying at one anothers Throats. 

We arc enabled by theſs Laws, ſo ſoon as we may, to ler looſe our too 
prurient Rage, one upon the other, bur eſpecially upon the Kings Friends, 
whom we, I think, therefore call our Enemies, 
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We can hardly forbear already and aloud, ro foretell what muſt become of 
them afterwards ; what Gibbers and Axcs, and Confiſcations are provided for 
them 3 for His Majeſties Commiſſioners, Judges, Milicary Officers, Papitts 
in Maſcarade and out of Maſcarade, and whoever elſe have nor dared ro deny 
their Obedience wo His Majeſties Moral Commands, or to leave him Solitary 
and Deſtirute of Servants to Guard and Artend him, 

Whar elſe means this our fo tenacious ſticking to theſe Undoing and Sangui- 
nary Laws ? And how pirtifully are the Claws hid of fuch, as pretend them to 
be the only poſlible expedient of their own Security ? 

Now to repreſs the violent and blind Zeal of fuch Men, for the Eſtabliſhed 
Laws, withour abatement or allowance of any thing to the Viciflirude, which 
the Providence of God has made among us, trom a Proreſtant, ro a Prince of 
the Catholick Communion, is, I affure my ſelf, all His Majeſty defigns by 
= Endeavor to get our good Will, roward rhe remove of the Teſt and Penal 

WS. 

And if I thought any Clergy of the Church of England, or other of that 
Communion, compliant with the King in this his charitable nndertaking, ſhould 
ſuffer-in the leaſt Hair of his Head, or loſe by it any the leaſt Liberty becom- 
mg a Chriſtian ro own in ſuch a Juncture, I ſhould not have opened my Mouth 
70 have been an Advocate in this Cauſe, 

And whoſoever thinks otherwile, if he conſider, he will find he cannot do it, 
withour Reflection of moſt vile ill Names upon his Majefties Honour, and Blaf- 
pheming the Sacredneſs of his Royal Promile. 

So that, Sir, I think, you might haveiſpared His Majeſties Friends and His 
Council, and have allowed them a milder Character, than our Enemies, -and 
ſuch as ſeek our Ruine ; by that Name expoling them in the very Head of your 
Letter, to the Rage and Odium of the People 3 who are fo far from being Ene- 
mies to us, that themſelves are the Perſons in diſtreſs and danger from us. 

And having now a time to Speak, do requeſt of us, without any injury to our 
ſelves, that we will pleaſe ro remove no other bur thoſe Laws, ro which nor 
 ealy the Forrunes, bur their Lives lay every Hour Obnoxious, and only for 
ſerving God according to their Conſciences, and their King at his Command, 
according to their natural Allegiance. 

Burt theſe Enemies of ours, ſince you wilt haye them fo, you note further, 
and to our greater misfortune, to be of that baſe and ignoble kind, as having 
us in their Claws, they mult divert themſetves a little in Play with us, as the 
Car-does with the Mouſe, before they devour us, our Gracious King the while 
looking on ; and: fo comes in the buſineſs of rhe Declaration. 

The Reading of which in our Churches and Chapels, you intimate to be 
contrived as it were for nothing in the World bur ro make our Enemies Sport : 
For the main work of our Undoing you accouar is over, and the trick of this 
Declaration ne other, Than while themfelves are the Authors, to make us appear 
nevertheleſs the Inſtruments of our own Ruine. 

In good earneſt, Sir, and is this the likelieſt reaſon you could Excogitate ? Had 
you bur a little of. what St. Paul tells us, thinketh no evil, that would have ſugge- 


ited to you ſome more charitable account of His Majeſties, together with fiis 
If 


Councils proceeds in this Aﬀair, 
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If you had nor been fo hafty,as to take what lay uppermoſt in a Mind pol- 
ſeſt with Pafſion and Prejudice, you might have thought of that His Majefty 
Himlelf publiſhes in the front of His Declaration, in theſe words: 

« Our Conduct has been ſuch in all rimes, as ought ro have perfwaded the 
« World, that We are firm and conitant rv Our Retolutions : Yet that eakie 
* People may nor be abuſed” by the. Malice of crafty wicked Men, We think 
« fir ro declare, That Our Intentions are nor changed ſince the Fourth of April 
« 1687. when We ifſued our Our Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience. 

How the eafie People have been wrought upon fince that time, to lefſen 
their Opinion of His Majefties Sincerity in that Declaration, is too notorious. 

And what Inſinuarions of the daily progreſs and advance towards the in- 
thralling them under the Yoak of Popery and Arbitrary Power, nevertheleis 
for rhe Kings Promile and Declaration of Liberty, and all this not only from 
the: Preſs, but many of the Pulpirs roo. 

To obviate which Malice of thele crafty wicked Men, His Majeſty, with 
His Conncil, have thought expedient, to iterate his Declaration, and to extend 
the Publication of it ro all Churches azd Chapels, which was o.nitted before, 
becauſe His Majeſty never imagined ro have met with ſo much of it among 
the Men of Chutches and Chapels, as fince He hath tound. 

This has made it art length neceſlary, by rhe Reading of it in Churches and 
Chapels, ro undeceive the ealie People there alſo. 

Now, Sir, why may not this Account fatisfic you, which \; cape ſo ratiy- 
nal and probable, withour rai'ing up the Old Cry of Forty Oae, againſt the 
King and His Evil Council, and expoling His Miniſters of State on every flight 
Occalion > And why ſhould you affright your felt and your Readers, with 
ſo many falſe Alarms of Enemies, of Ruine, of falling, of unavoidable undoing 
what courſe ſoever we tak? 3 and require us to give more Credit to your melan- 
chuly Dreams, than ro the Honour and Integrity of His Majeity, and the open 
Declaration of His innoccnt Meaning ? 

After which, I do agree with you, that ſhould we chaſe to take our fall 
here, and die of mere conceit, we do leave a ſhrewd Temptation upon ſome 
:0 conclude as you fay, That we have undone or ſelves, and die like Fools. 

It ſeems though in the next Paragraph, you have found a more honourable 
ard comfortable way of falling, as tuppale for refuſing 82 read Maſs, or to ſwear 
70 the Trent Creed. 

I agree with you in this, but wonder then, that you, who can ſee fo well, 
2nd approve the better, and are fo confident it is not far of, ſhould underrake 
to periwagde the Church of Ergland to fall before-hand with you, and tg die - 
vaith a- Detgricra ſequer over her Tomb, for her Epitaph. 

But this.of falling for ref ſig to read Maſ5, you fay, s not our preſent caſe. 

No, nor ever ſhall be in future, if His Majelty may be believed, and His 
Meatures taken and complied with by our ſelves. 

You ſhall never have the Honour, Sir, to fall 6 in Hi Reign, nor in any 
!o follow, it His Declaration be faffered ro take the citect. 

Bur one thing there is by the way, which I canner pals over without Res» 


mark ; which 1s, . 
That 
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"That though this Declaration have rwo Strings, and tuned harmoniouſly 
* one to the other, Fer quite through this your Letter you can never be made to 
{trike.borh together. 

One is, His Majeſties Deſire of our Compliance with Him for taking off 
the Teſt and Penal Laws. 

The other is, His Declaration in the firt place, © That he will Protect and 
* Maintain our Archbiſkops, Bitkops, and Clergy, and all other His Subjects 
* of the Church of England, in the free cxercite of their Religion as by Law 
< eſtabliſhed, and in the quiet and full enjoyment of all their Poſſefions, with- 
© out atiy Molcſtation or Diiturbance whatloever. 

Now -upon -one of theſe. Strings you are perperually harping, viz. The ra- 
king off the Penal Laws and Teſt ; -and that makes no Mulick alone, without 
the other, to a Church of England Ear, be it of rhe Nobliliry, Gentry or Clergy. 

It is certain, it would undo the Church of England to have her Teſt and Pe- 
nal Laws taken away by a Parliamentary Law, without any Provition made by 
a like Parliamentary Law toifecure the keeping what the has belide, and what 
the King has promisd ſhall remain 1nwaolate. 

— ThisHis Majeſty -offers/and:ſhould be always ſuppoſed along with the other : 
Bur char is the String you cannot be made ro rouch 3 and you are not with- 

-cut a Reaſon tor it, for then you had antwered your Letter your ſelf, and thar 
had ſtopped the Mouth of all your popular, bur falſly and remerariouily in- 
terred, Conſequences. 

That to take away the Teſt and Penal Laws at this time, is but one ſtep from in- 
troducing f Pepery 3 and therefore to read ſuch a Declaration in our Churches, though 
it do mt immediately bring Popery in, yet it ſets open our Church-Doors for it, and 
THEN it will take time to enter, and THEN the People will hate us and deſpiſe 
-u5, and THEN we may be eaſily cruſhed,” and THEN we fall without pity. 

All theſe THENS hang upon the fame String, and are bur begg'd Conſe- 
ſequences. However, I perceive you are ſo confident of your Skill in linking 
a Chain of Conſequences, and hanging them on the Thread of a Spiders Web, 
that you are reſolved not to ſtay for the fulfilling of your Prophetie of De- 
{truction ro the Church of England, by the introducing of Mats, Trent aud Po- 
pery ; bur ſecing ir comes all ro one, even as good fall now, it 1s bur a little 
the ſooner, by nor reading the Declaration. : 

For this perſecuting Declaration does threaten us, that if we hold bur our 
Hands from knocking His Majeſties Friends on the Head with our Penal Laws, 
then in the firſt placc, © He will Protect and Maintain our Archbiſhops, Bi- 
* ſhops, and Clergy, and all other His Majeſties Subjects of the Church of 
< F,g/ad, in the tree exerciſe of our Religion as by Law eſtabliſhed, and in 
* the quiet and full enjoyment of all our Poſſcflions, without any Moleſtarion 
* or Diſturbance whatloever. | 

So thar the Marter is plain, What ſhould we live for any longer 2 Bur even 
dic Martyrs with all the ſpeed we can, left if this Declaration ſhould rake ct- 
fect, we never have opportunity to do it more. Let us Suffer all that can be 
fiffered, fy you, im this World, rather 'than contribute to the final Ruine of the 
beft Church in the Word, by reading ſuch a Declaration as this, A 

us 
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But I think it is 700d firſt, as you ſay in the next Paragraph, to ſtay a little, 
and examine the Matter impartially, . as thoſe which have no mind cithcr to rune 
themſelves, or to ruine the Church. 

And that you may lay your Foundation ſure, you begin with a conjetftural 
and precarious' Suppotition. 

I fupprſe (lay you) no Miniſter of the Church of England can give Eis Conſent 
to the Declaration : And with this Pcſtulatum away you run to prove, Then he 
Cannot read ir. 

Thar this is a Non Suppmrendum, you fee in the” experience and event of the 
thing, ſome both Biſhops and Miniſters of rhe Church of Encla1.d, do Content 
and Read ir, and I doubt not but many more will, if His Majetty think fir; 
Well, and what Faulr have they cemmitred > None at all, your {elf being 
Judge. For you fay, 

Pag. 4. Reading the Dec/rration wind be no Fault at all, Fut our Dy, when the 
King Commands it, did we? apjrove of the matter of it. 

So then, with thoſe who can approve of the marrer of it and Read, we 
have nothing to do here ; they arc acquitred by your - {elf 3 and they prove 
more, ir ſeems, than you fuppoſed, and if there be any Fault,” it muit rema:n 
to be on the part of thoſe, who do not Conſent nor Read. 

Neverthe'ck, the Baſis or Ground-work, on which you Rear rhe who'e 
Superſtructure of your Lerrer, is a ſappoſition, That no Miniiter of the Churc! 
of Eg/ard, can give his Conſent to the Declaration. 

What! Not to a thing in which, if there be any Faule, i is of bis ow. 
making ? Is our thinking tome one way, fome the orher, erough to turn rhe 
Scale {o, as what were otherwi'c no fault at all, -becomes pretently contrary 
ro the Laws of God, and Laws of the Land, as. you fav afterward ? 

Point to that marter of the Neclaration, which cannot be aprroved by a 
Minifter of the Church of Erg/and, on account, of its betag contrary to, ur 
prohibired by, rhe I.aws of God. 

This indeed world mthe it matt. r of Conſcience 3 which tO render it the mere 
odious, you here and tiiere lily ſuggeſt, withour offering ar tne Iaft mans 
of Proof, for you know well enough there is nene. His Majefty by this f'r; 
Declaration, requizes vs ro fixnike ro His People, a merhed; which in <1 
juatture he Judges moſt expedicnt to be raken,for the ſecuring the Crown anc 
the Pertons of our Kings, from rhoſe apparent Dangers, ro which they have 
been frequently expoſed by ovr Dilentions in matters of Religion, and tor rhe 
common Peace nd Ccod of all His Subjicds. , 

Some approve it, and tome do nor, according as their Humour, their Intc* 
reſt, or their Parts ſerye, and as ordinarily Mens Cenfures pats on other 4t 
fairs of State. 

Bur fo ro Reprobare it aS a Multum 11 fe, as a Peſt ro th Publick, as an 
Abomination and Prophanation of our Churches, and nor fi: ro be heard by 
Chriſtian Ears, is ſuch a hard ſtraining of the 'cale, as brings along with 1, 
the very dregs of PaTſon and Party. 

We cannc: zpprove of the marrer cf ir, you ſay i ray he fo, Mer Ca -ct 
always diſtpprove er dery their Conſent ro ww! a7 is p:0y0..d, . becat fe it 15 

c\y, 
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evil, but becauſe they have no mind to jt, and fo the conſequence will be, ap- 
plyTg it ro the warter in Hand : T har the Autherity of His Majetty, over a 
Mianiiter of the Church of England, docs not to extend © far, as to injoyn him 
ro Read the Declaration, when he has no mind to ir: For, I doubr, there is 
with a great many, more of Storch in the refuſal, than Conſcience ; bur this 
not ro appear above board. 

One thing though I perceive you have a great mind to, which is, that we 
would grant you your fuppolition, before you prove it, namely, 

Thar no Miniſter of the Church of Ergland, can give Conſent to the De- 


claration, and then let you alone tro make good your Interence, that he cannor 


Read it. 

Now, Sir, I do not think you have us ſo much upon the Hanck as you ima- 
gine, ſhould I grant your Suppoſition. 

Bur I fee you care not, whither we do or go, for you preſently fall hot up- 
on the Work, to prove the Concluſion ; Ergo, He cannor Read, for that is 
interpretative Conſent. 

Now for my part I confeſs to you, I turn over the Leaf, knowing how ma- 
ny ſoever your ents be to prove it, they would not fatisfie me, nar [ 
think any reaſonable Man, till he ſee firſt how well botrom'd your Hypotheſis 
be, from which you borrow your Inference. | 

I would fain ſee your R firſt : Why a Miniſter of the Church of Eng- 
land cannot Conſent, before I grant what you are fo haſty to tuppoſe. 

Why, that I ſhall by and by, but you will prove firſt, That Reading is Con- 
ſenting, Reading is Teaching, which is as odd an Hyſteron Preteron, as Hang- 
ing and Trying afterwards. 

Let Reading be Conſenting or not Conſenting, without troubling your ſelf, 
rill I hear whether I may Conſent or Nor. 

Wherefore I muſt beg your Favour, to let me depart from your method, 
and rurn over two or three Pages further, ro examine your Reaſons wherefore 
we cannot Conſenr. 

1. Your firſt is, That it is againſt the Conſtitution of the Church of England, 
which is eſtabliſhed by Law, and to which I bave ſubſcribed; and therefore am 
bound to teach nothing contrary to it, ſo long as this Obligation laſts. 

The Conſtitution of the Church of England, as it is now a Proteſtant Church, 
diſtinct from what it was before, confiſts in various Acts of Parliament, made 
eſpecially in the beginning of the Reformation : Bur I know of no Subicripri- 
ons required of the Clergy ro ſuch Acts of Parliament. 

There is a Book intituled, Conſtitutions and Canons Eccleſiaſtical, Treated up- 
on by the Biſhop of London, &c. Anro Domini 1603. Which Conſtitutions and 
Canons Eccleſiaſtical are in Number CXLI. Theſe I think you mult mean, 
by your ſaying, to which you have ſubſcribed. 

Bur you have not pleaſed to tcll us againſt which of them it is we offend, 
. by Reading the Kings Declaratiou : So that this Argument does nothung bur 
lead us into a Wood, and there Ieave us ro be loft. 

Is there :ay Conſtirution or Caron Eccleſiaſtical which bars the King from 
extending Clemency «even to His Diſſemiong Subjects, where He fees a __ 

, able 
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able and honourable Occaſion for it : Much leſs where the Necefliry of His 
Afﬀairs drive Hum'ro it, His Honour, His Conſcience, the Preſervation of Him- 
ſelf and His Friends, and the common Peace of all ; I dare truſt King F AMES 
the Firſt for that, withour rroubling my ſelf ro look over all the Hundred 
and Forry One Canons. He had more King-crafr, than to -part with fuch a 
Jewel ont of the Crown, to adorn the Crofier of the Church of England. 

The Conftitution you mention here, is tro what you have ſubſcribed, you ſay. 

By the 36 Canon, Subſcription is required, not to the whole Book, bur 
only ro three Arridtes in that Canon mentioned. 

By the firſt, We acknowledge the Kings Supremacy. By the ſecond, The 
lawful uſe of the Common-Prayer. By the third, An Allowance is made - of 
the 39 Articles. Upon any of which I cannot imagine how you-ground your 
Reaſon, wherefore we cannot conſent to the Declaration, unleſs you had rold 
us. If you were to prove the contrary from theſe Conſtitutions, there ſeems to 


| be ſomething accommodate for your purpoſe in the firſt and ſecond Canons. 


Atl Archbaſhops, Biſhops, &c. are "obliged by the firſt, to keep and obſerve all 
and ſmgular the, Laws made for reſtoring to the Crown of this Kyngdom, the Antient 
Furiſdsttron over tbe State Eccleſiaſtical. 

W,tch Antient Fursſaiion in the Second Canon is reſemb%d-to the ſame Au- 
thority 4n Canſes Eccleſiaſtical, which the godly Kings had among the Fews and 
Chriſtian Emperors of the Premitive Church. 

Now if the Parallel run ſo high as to the Antient Juriſdiction of this Crown, 
how Anrtient does it mean ? inly before any pretence of the Invaſion of 


it by the Biſhop of Rome. Wherefore thar being a Work too big'for a Letter, 


I will give but one or two lriſtances, and thoſe fo far back, as ro be our of 
{uſpicion of any ſuch Foreign Invaſion. 

The Government or Juriididtiun of this Crown, if inherent in it, was, and 
of right ought to be, rhe ſame in Marrers of Religion, as well while that of 
our Princes and their Subjects was Pagan, as afterwards when it became Chri- 
ſtian, Ler us ſee then the Tranfirion from the one-Religion ro-rhe other in the 
Reigns of Lucins the ' Firſt Britiſh, and Ethelbert the Firft Chriftian-King of 
the Saxons. We find that in both, our Kings acted without any-controul of 
Laws, as well in the rdlinquifhing-rhe long-eſtabliſhed Pagan, as in the recep- 
tion of rhe Chriftian Religion. And as-our Kings were free, fo they kepr 
their Subjects free from the Coadtion of Laws in that Martter. 

Particularly Venerable Beda relares of. Ethelber:, That having embraced the 


Chriſtian Religion, he could nor bar caſt ſome more benign 


Afpe&t on ſuch as were (Converts with himſclf, Yer fo, Bed. Hifter. Ec- 
Ut nullum cogeret ad Chriſt zaniſinum, That there ſhould be ciefs ex Verſioe 
no Force upon the Conſciences of his Subjects. Didicerat Abrahami Wwte- 
enim 4 doforibus, auttoribuſque ſue falutis, ſervitium Chriſti lock. © 
voluntarium nen coattitium- debere eſſe. For that he had been 
taughr of rhoſe who were the Authors of his Salvarion, Thar the Service of 
Chriſt oughr ro be volumary, . and. not of compuliion. - 

The Antienr Juriſdiction of this Crown, you may ſee by this, was at that 


time free ;. and wharever Laws were before eſtabliſhed in favour of the Pagan 
C Superſtition, 
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Superſtition,and Perſecution ef Chriſtians, rheſe Princes diſpenſed with them of 
their own Supreme Power, next and immediately under God, and ſo became 
Inſtruments of introducing the Bletſed Means of Salvation, and tranſmirting 
them to us their Poſteriry : Which otherwiſe perhaps had not been to eaſily 
effected by a National or Parliamentary Concurrence at preſent. Bur this 
Subject has been laboured, by many gear and learned in the Laws of this 
Realm, ro whom ir eſpecially belongs, and to whom [I refer thole who deſire 
further farisfaction. 

This Antient Furiſdiction of the Crown, the Second Canon meaſures by thar 
which was claimed and exerciſed of the godly Kings of Fndah, and Chriitian 
Emperors of the Primitive Church. How uncontrouled of any they exerciſed 
that Power who were Kings of Judah, ler their Hiſtory in the Holy Scriptures 
reach you. 

As for the Ancicnt Chriftian Emperors, that they iſſued our Laws Eccleſi- 
fiaſtical by their Imperial Edicts, and made Revocation of-thoſe Edicts as they 
pleaſed, I think no Body will deny. I know there was. all the way of the 
Primitive Chriſtianity, another Spirirual Juriſdiction over Souls, and even 
over the Emperors themſelves, as they were Sons of rhe Church, for their Edi- 
fication, but no way intrenching on the Temporal Power even in Cauſcs Ecclc- 
faſtical, proper to ſach:.a Power: When ever ir made any atrempr that way, 
it was always checked by Chriſtian Princes. "And is-it to be believed that this 
Canon, which was made, with all the ſingular Laws and Starures there men- 
tioned for the aboliſhing all Foreign Power repugnant to the ſame, would nor 
have been as ſharp upon any upſtart Power at Home, and of His Majeſties 
own Yubjects repugnant to the ſame,. if they had been aware of any the leaſt 
tendency then to ſuch an Infolence? . Take an Inſtance in _cne of the moſt 
famous and firſt Emperor of the Chriſtian Church, Conſtantine the Great ; and 
ler us ſce what kind of Authority in-- Cauſes. Eccleſiaſtical the Canons of onr 
Church give to our Kings. in parallel ro what was exerciſed by the Chriſtian 
Emperors of the Primitive Church. 

Thrice, I think, according ro ſome Hiſtorians, twice I am-ſare according 
to Valeſius, in the Appendix. to his Latin Verſion of Eſebius his Eccletiaſticel. 
Hiſtory, Conſtantine did diſpenſe with the Imperial Laws, by Indulgence and 
Toleration of rhe. Donatifts.in- Africa : And for that purpoſe caufed his Decla- 
ration of Indulgence to be publiſhed, directed Univerſis Epiſcopis per Afi icam, 
ro all-rhe Biſhops throughout Africa, as. it is found extant among the Writings 
of Optatus, and almoſt in the like words, and for the like Reafons on which 
His Majeſty iffued out this His preſent Declaration of Liberry.: Some part - of 
ir I will therefore repeat : Qnod fides debuit, quantum prudentia valuit, prout 
puritas potuit, tentaſſe me per omnia optime ſeitis, ut juxta Magiſteria Legis no- 
ſtre Pax ſtabilita, per omnem concordiam teneretn » Sed quia vim illam ſceleris 
infuſi intentionis noſtre ratio ncn potur edy, nare expettandum ncbis eft, 
dum tetum hec—=Onnipotcntis Des miſericordia w itigetur. Verum dum. Ca- 
leſtis Medicina procedat, haflenus ſunt cencilia neftra Moderanda ut patientiam per- 
colamns, & quidquid inſolentia illcrum pro conſuetudine intemperantie, tentas aut 
Feit id omme tranquillitatis viriute roleremus, nitil ex reoiproco reponarur injurie, 
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This Declaration of Indulgence had likewife the ill forrune of His preſent 
Majeſties, to be regrated by ſome of the Churchmen, and the teverity of the 
eſtabliſhed Laws againſt the Donariſts,ſormwhat unwillingly ecftrained,anrd Con 
ſtantine, by ſome of them, particularly by Cecilianus, Bittop of Carthage, 10- 
licired ro revoke his Lerters of Indulgence ; whereupon, ſays the Hittorian, 
in the year 321. The Biſhops on the part of Dovarus, pur up their Petition al- 
ſo ro the Emperor, Poſcentes ut /ibere ipſos agere ſineret, nec invites adCommu- 
nionem Caciliani cogere vellet. Adding turther, that they never (hou!d, cither 
by Promiſes or Threats, be induced to it, and that rhey would - rather dye a 
thouſand deaths, than to hold . Communion with that Knave ( as they rudely 
ſtyled the Biſhop ) againſt their Conſcienges. 

And here ( as the Hiſtorian goes on ) did moſt of all appear the Clemency 
of rhe Emperor ; thar'when he ought ro have puniſhed this impudence, and 
inſolence of the Donariſts, in calling their Archbiſtop Knave, whoſe Innecen- 
cy was well known and approved by Cenſtantine himſclf 3 Nihileminus ipſis 
quecung; prſcebant ſolita benagnitate indulſit. Nevertheleſs, of his wonted Be- 
nigniry he Granted what Indulgence they deſired ; uing our to Verinus, his 
(Vicarius ) Vicar-General in Africa, a Reſcript, ſignifying his pleaſure, that 
the Donatiſts ſhould be recalled from Baniſhment 3 Monen/ſq; ut proprio eos d.- 
mittat arlytrio, ac furcrem eorum Deo windici reſcrvet, &c. All this Conſtar.- 
tine did by the Virtue of that Authority, in Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical ; which the 
Godly Kings had among the Fews, and the C:ri/t;an Emperors of the Pri- 
mitive Church, and, which ſays the Canon further, is the Ly 2 Supremacy 
of this Crown, and by the Laws of this Realm therein eſtabli 

Now, if the Church of England be the fame ir was then, you ſee by what 
meaſures we are ro Govern ourſelves in the preſent Aﬀair. Dr. Taylcr, late Br- 
ſhop of Downe and Conner, I think, was a Man, who underſtood, how far a 
Church of Eng/and Loyalty oughr to extend, as any Man this day of it ; He 
fays plainly in bis Duttor Dubitantium, Vol. 2. lib. 3. p. 148. That the Supreme 
Power is above the Laws ; that he can diſpenſe with Laws, he can interpret 
them, and he can abrogate them, he can in time of necefliry Govern by the 
Laws of Reaſon, without any written Law, and he is Judge of the necefliry, 
and in all this he warrants him, as the Canon does, by the Power which the 
Kings of Fudah had ; and,inthe later end of that Chapter, ſays, that this Pre- 
rogative of Kings is not againſt Law, but by Law, and that the Laws them- 
ſelves imply ſo much, and have given this leave. The fame Loyal Biſhop 
in the ſaid Treatiſe further notes, the great ſubmiſſion which the Biſhops of 
Rome themſelves made ro the Imperial Laws, and that, even when they liked 
them, and when they .lik'd-rhem nor ; and of all,moſt material (lays he ) is the 
Obedience of S7..Grcgory the Great ro Mauritius the Emperor. who made a Law, 
thar no Soldier ſhauld rurn Monk without his leave. This St. Gregery cſtect'd 
ro be an impious Law, he modeſtly admoniſhed rhe Emperor of the irreligion 
of ir. _ But Maurice, nevertheleſs, commanded him to publiſh that Law. The 
good Biſhop, knew his Duty, obeyed bis Prince, fent it up and down the Em- 
pire, and:gaye this account of it : Urrobigz gue debui exoloi, qus Impeiat ri 
cbed;entiam- previ, © fro Deo quid for minume tacui. I have done _ m7 
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Duries, I have declared my Mind for God, and have paid my Duty and Obe- 
dience to the Emperor. Duftor Dubiz. Vol. 3. E:b. 2. p. 176. This that Learn- 
ed and Loyal Biſhop remarks as a preſident ro Guide and Govern Church- 
men in the like Cafes. And by the way we may note upon the Story, that in 
thoſe days, when ' Sr. Gregory publiſh'd an Edict of rhe Emperor's, which, to 
him ſeemed impious, Reading was not thought to be Teaching. If you re- 
ply , thar the model and meafures of our Government are different, and will 
not admit of fo high a Prerogartive in our Princes, as was exercifed in thoſe yn- 
bounded and abfoture Monarchies. | 

What | riot inn Cauſes Ecclefiaftical * Was it well done then of the Arch- 
Biſhops, and Biſhops of our Church in Convocation, to run the parallel of 
thar Obedience we owe ro His Majeſty in Cauſes Ecclefiaftical, up to the height 
of what was uſed by the God'y Kings among the Fews,”and Chriſtian Emperors of 
the Primitive Church, and to hold him Excommumicate, ipto facto ; Yhoſvever 
ſhould affirm the contrary, and net reſtored, but only. by the Archbiſhop, after his 
Repentance, and publick, Revocation of theſe his wicked Errors ? 

And had not you berttet have held your peace, than on this occaſiqp, to have 
medled with the Conſtirution of the Charch of England, to which you have 
ſubſcribed. I think thisa rime to have been more reſerved. 

2. Your Second Reaſon, wherefore we cannor Canſene, and conſequently 


not Read, follows ; 


Becavſe it is to Teach an unlimited, and univerſal Toleration, which the Parlia- 


ment in 92 Declared illegal, and which ' has been condemned" in the Chriſtian 


Church in all ages. 

How well you have reaſoned from the Conſtizurion-of the Church of E-g- 
land in fuch poitits of it as relate to this matter, ler others Judge. Your next 
proof is drawn from the Civil Conftiturion, with Reſpect ro the Parliament of 
England, that ſays. it is itlegal. 

ow, the Parliament of Ermg/and? Where are the Three Eſtates, Where 
" the King ? Did all theſe Declare it illegal ? 


I wonder you will ſo much reproach the Clergy of England, with whom. 


you deal.in this Diſcourſe, as to think them fuch as may be ſhammed again 
with the old Wheadle of 41. No, no, Sir, we know enough, and have felr 
enough, and too lately, yet to forger it, of ſuch Parliaments, as would have 
their Votes and Ordinances Obligatory ro the Subject, withour the Aﬀenr and 
Authoriry of the King : And yer this is the Authority, and the beſt you have 
t0 alledge, or ſay for yourſelf, in juſtification of your Diſobedience, and Oppo- 
ſition to His Majeſty in this Afﬀair. 

The Parliament ( ſay you) in 72. Declared ir illegal'; What then > Whar 
is the Parliaments Declaration ro us in this, or in any other marter, fo as 
to make it illegal,” ever the more withour the King ? Is this after the Con- 
ftirution of a Monarchical Government > Does not a pretence ro ſuch a 
Power in a Parliament, without the concarrent Authority of the King, ſub- 
vert the Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom ? Bur I affure myſelf, thar they 
in that matter, aſſumed nor to themſelves, ſuch a Power as your Letter would 
give them. Why may ot a Vore of the Houſe of Lords and Commons in 41. 

the 


al 


J\ 


(13) 


the King diſſenting, be as good an Authority, as one in 72. the King diſſent» 
ing * On the ame grounds you may as. well determine againft the Kings So- 


. veraign, and-his Negative Voice, 2s- his diſpenſing Powes. For it .was then 


refalved, and while they were yer a legal Parliament, as that in, I meag that 
of 41, That the Sovereign Power. reſides in both Houſes, and that the King ought 
to have no Negative Voice. Reſolved alſe, That whatſoever they Declared to be Law, 
ought net to be queſtioned by the King. 

Bur to thele Votes the King never gave his Afept, wherefore they fig- 
nihe nothing to us ; but the Opinion of thole men, as that time-: The Soye- 
reign Pawer, and the Negative Voice, and the Authority of Declaring what 
is Law, and what is not Law, ſtanding where it did before, fos all their De- 
claring otherwiſe then ; or the Paxliament in 72. Declaring afterward. 

Bur I humbly concaive ( as I faid before ) that the Pazliament in 72. never 
meant to extend their Vore to the Uſes you kave made of it in your Lertgs.The 
worſt which can be-made of it, is go more than that the Queſtiog being ax thar 
time moyed abour the Diſpeniing Power in the King, they ſhewed they Judg- 
ment, bux left the marrer remaining underetmin'd, For you muſt kaow, it 
was no more than the Opinion, and nor the Sentence of Illegaliry, which was 
paſſed on the King's Diſpenſing Power at that time. They knew well enough 
that to be an Unparliamentary proceeding, and that they had no Authoriry 
re driye that buſinels fo far, withour the joygr Concurrence of the King ; only 
it is ſame Mens preſumprign, or ignorance $0. give them more. "Where there 
is a matter of Queſtion, or Doubt berween the King and rhe Parliament ; rhe 
Houſe,of Lords, ar the Houſe ef Commens, or both, having by the King's 
teave, the liberry of free ſpeaking there , may give their Judgment by paſting 
a Vore; fo as to incline to their Opinion, and obtain the Kings, it they can, 
to a Conſent, and Concurrence with them ; bur nor, fo as ro bind the Subject, 
er ro defend them, in their Diſobedience ro the King : In rhe mean time, vill 
the mattes be more Legally, and Aurhengically, accordipg.ro the Fugdamen- 
ral Laws and Canſtizfttions of this Kingdom ECT 3 Which can be no 
otherwiſe thin with-the joynt conſent ot the King, and His wo Houſes of 
Parliameos together. Tull then, however problemarically ulegal, rhe thing 
is not Authoritatively legal, and fo, however ſhaken by the Opunzons of fome 
Great Perſons, yer itill left ſtandiug within the Verge of the King's Command, 
and the Subjects Obedience. For by the Fundamental Laws of this: King- 
dom, and by a natural - Allegiance to our Sovereign, and Union to him, 2s 
Members to our Politique Head, we axe bound r9 obey rhe King, not only ig 
all inſtances Legal, bur in all matters nor Illegal : Of which nature are all 
things, neither forbidden by God, nor by ſuch Perſons as have the. ſufficient 
and plenary Authority to do the fame, according to the Fundamearal Laws 
and Conſtirurion of this Monarchy; And cf that - nature is the. Diſpenſing 
Power, which the Kings of E have- always claimed wo. have -ovee. the 
Laws of their own, or of their Wedeceſfors. Enadting, in all fuch Emergen- 
cies, as; with the change of Times and Circumſtances, they become deſtructive 
and noxious; as firſt, and principally ro the Head, fo to the orher parts, whh. 
make up, together with Himalclt, the whole Body Politique, ; 
x 
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Tr is ordinary for ſome diſcontenred Perſons, diſcountenanced at Courr, 
diſplaced from Office, defeated in their Expectations, &c. to draw a Parry 
along with them, or to ſure themſelves ro one formed” to their hands, and by 
thefe, eſpecially in Parliaments, ro ſhew their reſcntments by their perverſe- 
neſs and croſsneſs ro rhe King's Afﬀairs ; which neverthcteſs may be, and arc 
tor the moſt part fruſtrated, without "any conſiderable derrunent ro the Pub- 
| lick, through rhe wile Conftirution of this Kingdom, which foorr leaves rhete 
weak and ipireful Efforts to turn ro nothing bur froth, and bubble, wanting 
the Supporr and Authority of the Royal Agent. 

Bur how difingenious, and diſagreeing to Men, eſpecially of our Order, is 
it ? to rake into the aſhes of ſuch long fince departed Feuds and Factions, 
and to raiſe up again, what Time and Oblivion had buried, to ſerve us in this 
Cauſe againſt the King. | . 

If we meaſure and form our Obedience by ſuch Precedents, and make 
ſach Votes of Parliament ſerve inſtead of Laws, when our Intereſt wants 
them. What hints will others be apr to take from our examples, and perhaps, 
when they want a better Reaſon for their Difobedience, ro remember the 
King of that Vote of Parliament, which Declared The Legality of excludin 
Him from the Inheritance and Succeſſion to the Crown. Or that which Declared 
All thoſe to be reputed and taken as Enemies to Parliaments, who ſhould lend the 
King my ow : —_— fuchas this, is the beſt Authoriry you produce for 
us 0 upon, to juſtifie our preſent manage againſt His Majeſty, 
before Gel and the World. --- F Bo pet my 
wy what is it then the Parliament ( as you call it } in'72. Declared  il- 
legal ; 

Why, an Univerſal ard Unlimited Toleration, you ſay ; was that all? The ex- 
tent and latitude of the Indulgence then Granted, againſt which they excepted * 


I believe ir was rather the Authority, on which ir” was founded ;-it an Uni- 


verſal, and Unlimited Toleration be all, againſt which you except. From 
whom, or whar part of the Diffenters, would -you have His Majeſty with- 
draw his Indulgence , ro make it ever the more Legal on your Principle,.to 
the reſt. I doubr your Parliament of 72. would nor have thanked you for this: 
Bur ler that paſs among your other Inconſiſtencies with yourſelf, into which I 
perceive you often unwarily fall. Whatever was done then, here, I am ſure 
His Majeſty by expreſs words in the Declaration, is ſo far from excluding 
His Parliamenr from their ſhare, either in the Aurhoriry of paſſing it into a 
Law, or of the Wiſdom and Council to be uſed, within whar Latirude or Li- 
mits to bound it ; as he refers all to the Concurrence of His rwo Houſes in 
Parliament. ' 2 
As for the Univerſaliry, and Unlimitecneſs of the Tolerarion, if thar fo 
much offend you: and that you and your Parliament of 72. place all your 
Hlegaliry of the King's Indulgence there. Avec you will have content with 
a lirrle patience, there ſhall be no Tolerarion of Vice, of Blaſphemy, and In- 
moraliry, and Profanation of the Lords day, as I hear ſome complain ;* there 
is none, Iam ſure, intended now. However, the 'Toleration at preſent, is r9 
be accounted on that {core ; bur in the nature of an Interim, or Suſpenſion, 
as 
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as the State of things will permit, ill ſuch a mecting of the King, with his 
Parliament for a further Regulation. ” 

Bur this Reaton is not done wirh yer, for ſuch a Toleration is nor only de- 
clared Illegal by the Parliament cf 52, bur condemned by the Church in all 
Ages, 
5 wonder, Sir, how you come ſo Heterogenouſly here, ro yoke together 
the Parkament of 72, and the Chriſtian Church of all Ages. 

I ſhould have thought, that would have lorred berter with a part of ir ſelf, 
the Church of Ergland. 

Sir, do you know of any unkindneſs berween them, that having in your 
firſt Reaſon, ſo fair an ocralion ro have brought them in, and have fer them 
down by our own Church, as both agreeing in the ſame Seatimenr. 

You have rather choſen to pkace them in the Parliament of 72, as if they 
were Members of that ; bur thar I could forgive you, if you had not pro- 
ceeded with Repreſenting them Falſly, ro have condemned tuch a Toleration 
in all Ages, as the King has Granted by His preſent Declaration. 

If you did bur uſe your ſelf a little more ro Think before you . Write, ir 
would have been obvious ro you, from the account, the Scriptures give of the 
Firſt Age, that you had ſtumbled at the Threſhold. 

Our Saviour himicl, rhe Head cf the Church, gave an early check to thar 
manaer of Spirit. | 

As for the deſcending Ages of the Church, I have given you under the Head 
of your firſt Reaſon, ſome account, how matrers ſtood in the Age of Conſtan- 
tine, with reſpe&t to Toleration, and refer you further r9 other Pens, who 
have induſtriouſly treated on this Subject, and. have ſufficiently ſhewed your 
Error. | 
If you mean.. thar the Chriſtian Church in all Ages did never fo Tolerate 
Diſſenters, from Her declared Doctrines, as not ro note and diſcover them,and 
expole them to her Anathema's. I grant you all this : In Gods Name, ler nor 
the Church ſpare Her Cenſures : "lhe Declaration pretends not to take from 
them any thing of their own; I mean, their Spiritual Power, but - only to 
Suſpend ſuch 'Femporal Penalties-as belong to him 'only to inflict : Which is a 
thing fo far from being eondemned by the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, thar 
the tirft.three Ages were' mercly Patiive themiclves, and as in no ditpofticn, 
{9 in no conditicn, to init Temporal Penalties upon others. . 

I2 the three following Ages, indeed, when the Emperors themſelves became 
Chriſtions, they had: not only the fi.vcur and. protection of. the Lau s for therp- 
lelves, but the Civil Sword al'o ſomcrimes.turned upon their Advertaris, 
but this was precarious -only, and of- fpecial Grace and Favour, for which the y 
were 1 hankfl, and not pretended a tanding' and/unakerable'. Law,. by which 
Princes were bound to it whether they w auld or no, :nd with wharloever ha- 
zard of their Perions, diſturbance. of their Guverumenss, or regret to their 
Corſciences. 

As for the other fecceedigg Ages o&-the-Church,. after. the Sixth Century, 
the Chi:rch of Erg/ar d throws them afide as no Preccdents fcr. us to follow. 

And yet it is the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, you would call in to avouch 
fer. ycy the lcgality of this Tolcration. 3. Your 
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3- Your next Reaſon, 6h which you ground your fuppoſe that we cant.ot 
Conſent, you thus expreſs, 

It is to Teach my People, that they meed never come to Chnrch mere, but hate 
my free leave, as they have the Kings leave, to go to a Conventicle or to. Mas. 

Why, Sir, that they would do without ' the Kings leave, or yours either, 
before rhis Declaration catne Gi. | 

However, you are loth to have your Sceprer wreſted out. of your Hands, 
though i be with as vain-and &mpry a Title, as'King of Feryſalem. 

What a Grand Seignior you may be {till in your Pariſh, I cannot tell ; bur 
T affure you, in our Country Pariſh Dotinions, -ſach a defpotick Church- 
Power is extinguiſhed long fince. | 

Well, Sir, 1 perceive you are'not-inclin'd-ro be ſo merciful a Prince over 
your Subjects, as His Majeſty over His, they ſhall never have leave for you. 

But'your Brother King would intreat however 'this favour art your Hagtls, 
thar when you have occalion 'to ſhake your Rod over your Subjects, you 
would not ſend for him-to be your Beadle. 
And the rather, becauſe, as he has no mind to it, and that ir-is againſt his 
Conftience, ſo.you have no want of him neither, the Spiritual Power having 
a Rod of their own, more proper and agreeable to their purpoſe, rhar 4s, the 
Rod of -Excommunication, - other Church Cenſures, 'which no body goes 
abour ro take out of your Hand. 

Wherefore, when'you Read rhe Declaration, you may let your People un- 
derftand, (if you pleafe,) that ir is with a Now Obſtante to that, and fo you 
have, well enotigh eſcaped the Danger, you fear ſhould enſue to your Rega- 


» viz. | b 

That it would be:to Teach your People, that they need never more come to-Church, 
but have your free leave, -as they hive the Kinigs leave, to go to aConventicle cr to 
Maſs. 

And fo I paſs'on to yoar Fourth Reaſon. 

4 Ir is, you fay, to Teach the diſpenſing Power, which atrers what has been 
forthetly thought the whole Conſtirution of this 'Church and Kingdom, which 
we dare not-do, till we'have the Authority of Parliament for ir. 

Ar the Kings Command you dare not do it, rill you have the Aurhoriry of 
Parlifinent for ir. Ir ſeems then however you are bound in Conſcience nor to 
approve of ſuch a Declaration : Though ir be againſt rhe Conſtirution of the 

harch of England, nay, though condemned by rhe Chriſtian Church in all 
Ages, though againft the Laws of God, and the Laws of the-Land; yer Autho- 
rity of Parliament can diſtharge you'of-all. - - or IO 

Never was any Pope in England phy -as Aythoriry of Parliament is now 
ſer up,. thar can difpenſe With the Laws borh of Goxl and Man 'for all this of 
the Kings doing is againſt both, you ſay, bur nor of the Parhaments. By the 
way, though: you give a fair Hint unto the Parkamenr, of the only Expedient, 
as things now ſtand, for the Common Peace, Agreement and Satisfaction of 
all , which is, by their concurring with His Majeſty in rhe 'ferling whar. He 
has propoſed by His Declaration. For ore'part of the Nation approve of ir 
for it ſelf; and all rhe reſt want nothing, 4t teens, for their intire SarisfaCtion, 
but only their Authority along with His Majeltics. Ar 
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Ar the preſent the main thing you ſtick at, is, The Kings Diſpenſing Power 
without Authority of Parliament : Which indeed is the only thing you have 
faid which bears any ſemblance of excuſe for nor conſenting, and contequently 
not reading, the Declaration. And you would have done better to have main- 
rained your Poft hete, than to have ſtuffed your Letter with Enemies, Evil 
Counſellors, Pepery, Maſs, Ruine, wter and avoidable Deſtruttion to both Church 
and Kingdom. 

I have been fain ro follow you hitherto in this wild Ramble, which is no- 
thing to the purpoſe, bur ro inflame and exaſperate Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, 
People, and all againft the King, and make the Breach wider than it would 
be. Was nor his late Majeſty, who was a Proteſtant, and by the Advice of 
Proteſtant Councetfors, the adored Earl of Shafrsbury, the Duke of Lauder- 
dale, and others, forced ro do the ſame thing, when neceflity of Publick Af- 
fays required ir? Yer no Ruine of the Church of England followed, nor 
of the Proteftant Religion, no Ruine, no Deſtruction, no Introduction of Po- 

, nor mended ro follow; Some ſtir was then abour the bnfinefs of the 
oy ſing Power 3 bur nothimg to what it's now. Let us bur quietly ar- 
rend the expectarion of a Pazliament, and rhar'is a thing which it is likely may 
cloſe of ir ſelf; Ir did fo before. 

For indeed the Concurrence of His Two Houſes of Parliament, of which 
His Majeſty made no doubt, (as He fays,) when He firſt Syed our His De- 
claration, before we had royld the Nation. & 

The Concurrence, I fay, of His Parliament, will bury up alk in: Silence and 
Peace, which is betrer than blow up 16 great a Flame, as would ariſe by ſtir- 

ing-the Coals of this Conteſt. 

wo tive of the Crown, and Priviledges of Parliament, are Marters too 
Auguſt, for private Men as we are, to meddle in, nueh- more to paſs Sen- 
tence, as your Lerret does, and plainly ſay, The Dupenfing Power is againſt 
the Laws and Conſtitution of rhis-Chuech' and Kingdonv :.' 'Fhat it is Ulegal, 
Which is ſo” high a Prefumprion, as can-have nv countenance for what was 
done in Parliament 72 ; for they have the Priviledge of free ſpeaking there : 
Bur out of Parliamenr perhaps it is a Crime of an higher Nature than we 
are aware. Even the Biſhops themſelves,- though Perſons moving in fo high 
a Sphere, and protected by ſo great a/ Power as the' Pope was then in' Eng- 
land; yet are given t0 nd, as I find fome Lawyers note, 18 
Hen. 3- Thar for as much as-they: hold their Baronies of the King, rhar if they 
inzgermeddle with the Rijghrs and Prerogatives of the Crown, - they muſt look 
to forfeit their Baronies for- their Preſumprion. If, I ſay, the Biſhops our of 
Parliament incur ſo high a Cenſure, ſhould they do any ſuch-thing, what Ani- 
madyerfion is: due to Men of a lower Order * Evil Men, ſuch as have ſome 
Fiſh to rake, which will not be carch'd bur in troubled Waters, are wont to 
throw. in 6ne of theſe; -as certain -Occaſions'of 'ir,, and-as Bones of Contention 
whenever they: lave' a mind” ro- have one It would have'becomed us, who. 
are Men of Peice, of: all Men inthe Kingdom, to have contained our ſelves, 
and, whatever: we think, to have: faid'fdothing- in this Mater. 
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Now is Ourt-cry againſt Prerogative ; Time was, when we made as loud 
a Cry againſt pretended Priviledges of Parliament, Liberty of the SubjeR, and for 
Prerogotive. Among other Complaints and Grievances, which the Black Par- 
liamenr pur into a Remonſtrance, and Preſented ro Charles the Firſt, was, 
Frequer.t Diſſolution of Parlsaments, Raiſmg of Ship-money, Suſpenfioms, Excommu= 
nications and Degradations of divers Painful, Learned, Piows Miniſters, &c. There 
comes in at laſt, a Complaint of His Chaplains, and other M:niſters of the Church 
of England, Preaching before the King, againſt the Liberty and Property of the 
Subjett, and for the Prerogative of the King above the Law. | 

Whar will the World fay of us, while they tee us, blow hot and cold our 
at the ſame Mouth ? | 

For my part, I beleive, the ſcratch is now, where it don't itch : Prerogative 
1s not the thing does ſo much aggreive us. If it happened ro be on our fide, 
as we apprehend it now againſt us, we ſhould like Prerogative well enoygh. 
If we had liv'd in thoſe days, what ſhould we have thought of fuch a Prero- 
gative-Indulgence from Queen Mary, in the behalf of Her Proteſtant Subjects, 
from the Penal and Sanguinary Laws, then eſtabliſhed by Parliament > Wauld 
we not have dared ro own it, to publiſh it in our Churches and Chapels,till we 
had Aurthoriry of Parliamenr for it ? | þ hl 

Would we have deferred and oppoſed fo gracious a Queen, and ſtroke into 
a Confederacy, with the concurring Opinions of the Nobility and Gentry, 
That to take away the Penal Laws at tbat time, would be but one ſtep from the in- 
troducing of Proteſtancy ? - ' 

I do not find the Clergy art all aggrieved -at the Diſpenfing Power, when 
at any time ſerving for the Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion. For inſtance : 
When King Edward the Sixtþ, by his mere Prerogative, diſpoſed of the Crown, 
for that Reaſon, ro the Lady Fane, moſt exprefly contrary ro a late eftabliſh'd 
Law paſſed in Parliament, whereby the Crown was entailed on the Children 
of Henry the Eighth, ; of which; Maryand E/:zabeth were both ſurviving, it was 
lo far from a daring not to do it, till we had Authority of Parliament for it, and 
from ſcrupling the Teaching, of that, which alters, what has been formerly Thought 
the whole Conſtitution of this Church.and Kingdom, That Doctor Ridley Biſhop of 
London, by Order of the Council, Preached a Sermon on purpoſe, . at Pauls 
Croſs, to ſet forth the Title of the Lady- Fane, and to juſtife the proceedings 


of the King and Council in that Aﬀair. DoCtor Cranmer, Archbithop of Can-- 
terbury, was one of the Principal in. the Council, :and moſt of -rhe: reft of the- 
Biſhops and Clergy complied with, and approved of it, | and commetided ir to: 


their People. * _ -. b, 
Nor were the Nobiliry and Gentry averſe from it. TOS 


After Queen Elizabeth, by the ſame Eſtabliſhed Laws, the Succeſſion of the 


Crown was to paſs ro Mary Queen of Scots ; bur ſhe being a profeſſed Catho- 
lick, what intrigues were driven to exclude Her, in favour of . the Proteſtant 
Religion, and alſo Her Son Fames the Firſt of Englend,: yet in his Infancy,” (and 
probably enough) ſuppoſed ro bring with him His Mothers Religion ? t 


| Did not the Parliament offer to the Queen, (I cannot tell, bur it paſſed to- 


an AG) ro enable Her ro nominate Her Succeſſor to the Crown ? Jas not this 
, i to 
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to alter what had been formerly thought, the whole Conſtitution of this Chureh and 
Kingdom ? 

Bid not Charles the Firft, the Proteſtant Martyr, authoriſe the Canons of the 
Convocation 1640, by His Prerogative-Royal, the Biſhops and Clergy rightly 
afſerting and eſpoufing His Authoriry and Power in that marrer ; neverthelets, 
for the Parliaments declaring at the tame time the Illegality of the thing, and 
That it was againſt the whole Conſtitution of this Church and Kingdom. So that 
it is not ſo much the Parliament of 72,. nor the Conſtitution of the Church and 
Kingdom, bur ſomthing elſe in the Wind, which makes us fo off the Hooks 
with Prerogative and Diſpenſing Power, at this time ; ſomething we fear,which 
I - confident upon the Integrity of His Majeſties promiſe, we have no caute 
to Fear. | 

Bur ſince you have ſo rudely jogg'd Prerogative, for nothing in the World, 
that I can ſee, bur happening to ftand in your way at this rime, I will try a 
lirrle of my $kill, as well as I can, ro defend ir : Treating firſt of the King's 
Diſpenſing Power in general : And Secondly, of the exercile of it in this par- 
ticular Inttance, which is the matter of the Declaration. 

1. In General. 

Thar fuch a Power of diſperſing with the Laws, at leaſt, in the interim 
of Parliaments be lodged ſomewhere, is grounded upon the lame reaſon, as 
of making Laws, which is for the common good. 

Salus populs eſt Suprema Lex. 
Laws abſtract from the Sanctions, whereby they are injoyn'd, are nothing 
elſe bur Proviſions made, as at'the firſt ; ſo on every arifing occaſion of pro- 
moring the common Good, and conſequently,cf averting any proſpect of evil. 

Bur for Parliaments, ith which ſo great a number of Men are employed, and 
ar ſo grear a charge as that muſt be to the Nation, to Sir continually watch- 
ing and waiting _ ſuch contingent occaſions, were almoſt as intolerable as 
any other evil the Laws would prevent. Somtimes Laws Salutary, and firting 
ro the juncture wherein they were made, with ſomc unexpected Providence, 
Vicifliruade, or other un-thoughr Emergency, change their nature, and be- 
tome noxious. Beſides that, many Evils, even pernicious, and deſtructive ro 
Common-wealths , are ſomrimes fo ſudden and impendent, as the Remedy 
would come too” late in thar way, Somtimes of that nature, that, as nothing 
bur diſpatch, ſo nothing bur Secreſie can avert them. Soimtimes fo fixed in a 
popular miſtake, and miſunderſtanding, as nothing but Time, and Reaſoning 
can make the diſcovery, and generally enough, diſpoſe the Nation ro con- 
fent ro a Remedy. And what, muſt the Publick ſuffer perhaps an intolerzble 
Evil, ot ari irrepairable Rujn, for want of applying an extraordinary Remedy 
in ſuch Emergent caſes ? 

That ir. is not expedient only, but neceſſary for the publique Good, that a 
Truſt be repoſed formwhere, ro make provihon for the ſecuriry cf the whole 
Politique Body, in fuch grand Emergencies, and to judge of the watrer, and 
of the means proper for averting the'Evil; I think, is by no body denied ; 
Whethee it be ſo. in orr written Laws, it makes no matter: I am furc, he 
that runs may read it in the original Prototype of {11 Laws, which i right 

| 2 | Reaſon, 
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Reaſch, even in the Fundamental Laws, and Confticution of this Kingdom; 
and all other Human Socieries. 

The Parliament of 41. conld ſee a diſpenſing Power thus far, thd they 
__ not, or, which is blinder, would nor ſe to ſet the Saddle an the right 

orſe. 

It # reſolved, ( ſay they, by both Houſes ) that in this caſe of extreme danger, 
and of His Majeſties refuſal, the Ordinance, agreed upow by both Houſes, far the 
Militia doth oblige the Pepple, by the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom. 

It being ſo then, thar by the Fundamental Laws of this ru rTY written, 
or unwritten, fuch a Diſpenfing Pawer with the preſent eftabliſh'd Laws, is 
neceflary ar ſome times to be interpoſed. I know not, nor do I believe that 
any ane elſe can tell me, where it can be wiſer and ſafer lodged, than in the 
Care and Condudt of the King, The whote Government was by the People 
at firſt entruſted ta no other Law, bur the confidence they bad in the Love and 
Wiſdom, and Care and Conduct of their Princes: And if it proved other» 
wiſe than they expedted, there was no remedy bur Patience, Ferenda ſunt 
regum ingenia, ſays Tacitus 3 and perhaps much better than Parliamentorum 
Ingenia, ut Sterilitas, & cetera. nature mala, - As uatruirful Seaſons, and other 
Evils of Narure we cannot help. | | 

When the people of Ifae! asked of Sammel.2 King w judge them,and ro ga 
out before them, and fight their-Barrels, like as all the arher Nations had round 
about them. Samuel told them, what would be rhe manner of ſuch a King as 
they deſired, like to the Kings of other Nations. "8s 

1 Sam. 8. 11. He wjll take your Sons and appoint them for bimfelf,. for bis Cha- 
:Zots, and tobe his horſemen, and ſome ſha# run before his chariots, 12, And he 
will appoint him captains over thouſands, and. captains over fifties, and will ſc 


them.to ear his ground, and to reap hy harveſt, and to meke. inſtrument; f Wars. 
con- 


and inſtruments of bis chariots. 13. And he will take you tars to 
feRtionarics, and to be cooks,. and to be bakers. . And he will take your fields and 
your vineyards, and yur olive-yards, even the beſt of them, and give them ta his 
ſervants, 15. 4nd he- will take the tenth of your ſeed, and of your vineyards, and 
give them to bis officers, and to his ſervants. 16. And be will taks your men:;ſer- 
vnnts, arid your maid-ſervants, and your goodlieft young. men, and your aſſes, and 
put them to his warks. 17. He will take the tenth p fn ſheep, and ye ſhall be 
his ſervants. And ver. 18. Te ſhall cry out in that day, becanſe of your king; which 
ye ſhall have choſen you, and the Lord will not hear you in that day. This might 
be the manner of Kings, you. ſee, even of Gods own allowing, v. 22. And. 
againſt whom, 1 Sam. 23. 6.. Even David him{elf dare not ſtretch forth, his 
Hand 3 yer fuch a Government God protected and owned, and was generally 
the manner of Kings, bozb with the 1/rae/ites, and all other nations. 

Such Governments the Goſpel found eſtabliſhed generally over the world, 
and ro ſuch Chriſt himſelf was fubject,and owned ſuch as a legal Governmenr, 
by paying Tribute to Ceſar. To fuch Principalities and Powers Sr. Paul wauld. 
have Chriſtians pur in mind to be ſubject, and ſuch Magiſtrates ro obey. And, 
ſuch as was then the Imperial Authority of the Romans, it is more than, pro- 
bable, was - the” mariner of Government, taken vp, and continued Fon 
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Princes, into-whoſe bands the ſeveral parts of the Empire were broken after» 


ward. | | 
As for our Princes of this Nation, that they were not admirred ro rhgir 
Regal Authoriry, by Compa& with the People, and on performanar of Cor 
yenants ar Laws to'them 3 (.ta omit ether Arguments ar preſent) has; fuſf- 
cient evidence, that our Laws have been all along, and are at this day unpe+ 
trated from His Majeſty, by the. bumble Requeſt, and Petition of our Re- 
reſentatives in Parliament ; Bargains do nor ule to be driven, but Favours 
in that precarious ftyle. The Kings of England will hereafter turn a 
deat Ear to qur Requeſts, when they underitand what we axk of them, js by 
degrees to part with, and ſteal away their Prerogative, and by every new 
Law they Grant us, tra mcke way / ves, ſo much che. les Kings. | It is no 
wonder,that agr Kings have, been in theſe later days farprized,they baye nat been 
awaze of the T rain laid, to cauſe them radiminiſh their own Power,and: by little 
and lictle tp Grang away their Crown, and leave nothing bur that which will al» 
moſt of it ſelf rurn inzo.a Comman-Wealth: This is a Minguadgrground,in which 
there bore Seo a hong Wales nc 9u8 no. mars. Fan gs. aqua 
arc.  Engliſhrmeg haye not bererafare wanted: to; be: 1a. ONS.r0 
tet Bilan ap © O90 be Be ma gopcend, tas aa fak ere San 
ſome: have hardued oghers againſt all compliance with His Majefly to the Re« 
1, ar bur to enduse the Suſpenſion of a Law, by which Hunlelf,. and per- 
_ rwo parts in three of the Nation, is incammoded and aggrieved, _ 
parting with it, no injury co the = —_ ye x aa xy 5 the 
mean times that i i5.all by His. Indulgence aug havens, ' have had, 'or 
can, haye for the furyre,/ the. grans: of ſuch, Laws as they wang for their awn, - 
Accommodation : And that it is ua His Pawerro hinder the Revocation-or R 
peal or the ſame Laws, when we comphain-never. ſo: much of their Evil or In» 
expediency. atetth $» 
Ss come. ip the way of our Princes. ſhrewdly to Reraliatg, rhisque In- 
juſtice towards Them, | as well as. Ingrazirude: (s.of, Ex Favours. 
to. Hur 


. They are ſuch, Meaſures, as.we; would. not have, metgd elves. 

. However, it is, 20d of Right ought ny ig ys ge, is Majeſty, ta 
kelp Hime if we will not; . will 2ppeas from whav I baye (aid,thar 
var. Laws ane all Actsof Gracg and Grant from our Mayo them aze 
ſach, whereby. he has. Graciguſly vauchlaf'd. rodivelt Hinakelf aff, and releaſe 
the Subject from part of that Ablolure and; Arbizzary . Pywery, which the. King. - 
had over us in thoſe inſtances, and wherein they camplain'd, agd begg'd'to be 
delivered of the uneafineſs. Others, are Grants and Candeſbenſions jmames..x þ 


ance with us, for the promoting eur. Good,, of averting the: prolpect of ſome pu 
hck Evil. | | 

In all which Grants, as it iscertain, that as the King ar preſent apprehended 
no evil to Himſelf by them, (for elfe he would. not have granted them), ſo when 
he admits them to paſs into Laws, it muſt be ſuppoſed. with a Reſervation. of 
His Prerogative and a Power of Diſpenſing with them,” in all fuch Cafes or 
Emergencies, as they ſhall appear Fe ſo afterwaxd... Elpecially inmazrery of 
{o high concern, wherein His Life enher Temporal.or Erernal.1s wgnngered, I 

| mean 
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mean His Perſon cr His Conſcierce. And though with other leſſer inftances, 
our Kings do for the moſt part Graciouſly bcar, for the quiet and content of 
the People ; yer in fuch as theſe they cannor, they ought nor to forbear the ute 
cf their Royal Prerogative. ; 

Wirh this Cauticn and Refervation, F»ftinian nores the Laws granrcd to the 
People of Rome, by himſelf and orher his Predeceſfors. 

Omnibus a nobis dictts, Imperatorss excipiatur fertuna, cni & ipſas Dews leges 


Pubjecte. 


Frem all thoſe before recited Laws, (tays he,) the Fortune of the Emperor 
1s to be excepred, for to that the Divine Providence over Princes, has ſubjected 
the Laws themſelves. 

Thi therefore rake- along with you as a rhing of moſt remarkable Note, 
Thar for as much as the King is, as it were, the Virals, the Soul and Centre 
of the whole Body Politique ; whatever does rend ro the indangering the Safe- 
ty of His Perſon, the retrenching His Power, the violating His Honour or 
His Conſcience, -is to be judged of like Malign Influence on all, there can be 
no Salus Corporis, where there is not Salns Capitis. - And therefore- the like Se- 
curity to be Þtbvided for it, if need be, by the like extraordinary Remedies : 
Thar is to ſay, by the Prerogarive, out of the common Rede of Parliamentary 
Proceedings. Diſpenſing in rhe mean time with the Obligation of all fuch Laws 
as ſtand in the way of this otherwiſe inſuperable Difficulry ; and ſuſpending 
the Penalties of them, till a firring Seaſon, for a Convention of Parliament to 
rake farrher Order. 

' Now ar ſuch a' Diſpenſing Power, and in ſuch Circumſtances, ſeme, eſpe- 
cially of rhe Church of Expand, are highly offended 5 They will not be ſub- 
je ro it, though ir be clear as rhe Dictares of Right Reaſon can make ir. And 
not againſt Law, as they ſuggeſt, for it is founded upon the Supremeſt Law, 
the moſt Sacred and Fundamental Law of all Nations, which is, as I ſaid, $a- 
lus Populi, T mean of the Body together with the Head ; 'for which in ſuch 
Funures, he who would reject this, is -to be imrreared, thar he would firſt 
enlighten the World with a Diſcovery of Tome-fater and wiſer Expedient in 
its ſtead. And yet with how much Mcderation and Princely Clemency and 
Tenderneſs, and eſpecially towards the*Church of Engl..md, docs His Majefty 
exert this His neceſſary Prerogative at this time ? , Such as, I rhink, mighr 
have more eſpecially obliged them, above others, ' te an Addreſs of Thanks, 
among the reft of His grareful Subjects, 

Bana fi ſua norint. - ain 


Well, having thus far cleared a Neceffiry of fuch a Truſt, as we call Pre- 
rogative, in the King, ro be lodged ſomewhere, as a Proviſion againft ſuch 
Contingencies, in all wiſcly-conſtirared, and nor felf-confounding, Societies ; 
Whar remains now, is to vindicate His Majeſty in the Uſe and Excrcile of it 
at this time as neceſſary. IR 


1. For the Preſervation cf Himſelf, And, 
2. For the Common Gocd of Al. 


I. Fcr 


UMI 


\ 
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1. For Himſelf, with reſpect to the Preſervation eſpecially of His Rrſon 
and His Conſcience from ourward Violence. 
Bur firſt of His Perſon : That His Majeſty Himſelf, in His Perſon, (with 
whoſe Safery the whole Government and the Publick Good is ſo complicare,) 
was, and would ſtill be, in apparent danger, if His Prerogative had nor inter- 
poſed with a Suſpenſion of tome of the formerly eſtabliſhed Laws, is a thing 
of which any Man may be convinced, who is not reſolved orherwile. 
Whar is the Support and Safery of a Prince, nn ſurrounded with a 
y , or ar leaſt equal, 


multitude of Enemies, but Power to ſuppreſs them 
Numbers? Now let any Man take the Meaſures of His Majeſties Power 


and Numbers, at the time of His coming ro the Succeflign- .of the Crown, 
with proportion to the Number and Power of thoſe who had given Him juſt 
Reaſon ro ſuſpect and fear them as His Enemies, who had always been betore 
His Brothers Enemies, His Fathers Enemies, had taken away the Life of the 
one, and _— miſſed the Deſtruction of the other, and that bur upon 
Jealoufie of their Inclination 3 much more birter Enemies to His Majeſty, up- 
on the Declaration of Himſctf, and publickly owhing the Roman Catholique 


Religion. | 
Alas ! His whole Strength, (except that of the Almighry Gad,) whar was 


it, but a few Roman Catholiques, added to the Loyal of the Church of Erz- 
land? If it had been the whole Church of England, we know how few they 
were, in reſpect of the Shoales of the Factious and Diſcontented. How often 
had they been over-powered and baffled by them in the Election of Knighes, 
Burgeſles, Sheriffs of the Ciry, Oc. and no way able to {apport their Intereſt 
againſt them, with their whole Strength 2 - * 
Bur how great a Defalcation of that is to be made frum thoſe who adhered 
to His Majeſty, may be computed from the ſmall Number of thole in- the 
Houſe of Commons, who ftood with Him againſt the Excluſion-Bill on 
the one Side 3 Arid from the na ſmall Number of thoſe of the Church of 
England, who were divided from the Loyal, in that Traiterous - Practice of 
ſupplanting Him, by the Intrufion of the unhappy Duke of Manmaith into the 
Succefſion, on the other Side. T3 
Ard though indced, many of the Exchading Members recovered their Ho- 
nour and their Loyalty, 'in the firſt Seffion of His Majetics Parliament, when 
they declared their adicring ro him with their Lives and Fortunes, againſt the 
Pretenfions and Practices of the Rebels, yer could. they. nor lay, again the Spi- 
rit they had Conjur'd up, the common People,.:1, means, ſo generally-preju- 
dic'd by their. Exchufion: Vote, that norwichſtanding Hjs Majeltics almoſt Mi- 
raculous Succeſs and Viitory over them:in; the Welt, thy ſtill perliited. ia 
the Alienation of their Minds. from their Lawtul Prince ; and no corner of the 
wholeNartion,but was ſtuffed full' of rhem,who were content to beleive theDuke 
of Mmmeouth yer alive, and rhatrtheyſhould bave: another. day,. ro try their For- 
tunes, - apainſt his Majeſty in RebeHious Armes-: - n 
Agaialt this mul:cirude, nevertheleſs, he doubred 'nat bur-to {upport Himſ-1f 
and His Crowa, by uniting His Catholick, Subjects, into. one. Stare-int:reſt 
with thoſe of the Church of England, neither of them.alone being ſufficicat ta 


make any conſiderable Balance, Ta, 


(24!) 
rpoſe in the next Seifion of Partiamen t he moved, that to |! 
the benefit and Service of all His Loyal Subjects, and that-none of hem enighe 


" by certain Oaths,and: Teſts. and Subſcripripns, were required to be made and 
.rken of ſack as were adtuirred into any pyblick un x 


So that His Majeſtics Meafures being briken here, and finding him{df by 
defear of his Expectation, much weaker and the: Power and Confederacy 
of his Enemies ſtronger. 7 
And the Laws whieh ſhould in rhe firſt. place preſerve him, as the Centre 
: of the publick” good, barring him of his juſt and ſufficient Defence. 
5 by his Prerogative,to provide for his own fafery and His Friends, 
and to ſu the force of ſuch Laws, as ſtacd in the way of iz, tatl the Na- 
jon ſhonkd be diſpoſed to take a right underftending of the thing, and 


of Liberry to their Conſciences, 20 win them ro a Duriful, and Peaceable Syb- 
jeRtion. Fuſtfach an unſoeiable rigor as this, now in the Church of England 


rowards the Reman Catholioks, 'was that. of rhe Preshyterians towards us, whom - 


they then catted Mali and whichiwas the occaſion of bringing blis Mz+ 
 jelty CHARLES I. of Sacred Memory; 'w-the Scaffold, and all uponpiques 
and diflikes one. againſt another on point" of Religion. ..The Prezhyterians had 
 a-mind to Save the "King; and deliver "him .our of the /hands-of the Army, 
which they then called Sectaries, but this was moralty impoſtipte-ro be done 
' by them, upon the ſtrength- of rheir 'own ſingle Intereſt, withour wiring ve 
- their affiftance the. Malignant allo,. as they/remned: #it thote who” frnod well-, 
affected ro theKing and Churckz: bat by:nocmenns would they. be perſuaded; 
to any conjunction with 'the-Roxidliſts, when His Majefties Late at that xime 
depended upon it, and 'might have been ſeeurld hy; ir: and even ta the laſt 
point when the Army came up an their 1garch.tovwards the City, with rhe poor. 


Captive 
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Caprive KING in their power, they obſtinarely refuſed rotake in any of rhe 
King's Party to jayn with them, norwithſtanding all their frequent offers 'and 
importunitics , and notwithſtanding their own ruine along with theirs ; 
choofing rather to deliver up the Common Caule, than to joyn with the King's 
Friends in one common Detence. Nay, to bring the parallel ſtill nearer, when 
it pleaſed the Divine Providence to make ſome aſpect rowards the Reſtauration 
ef His late Majeſty CHARLES II. ro the Succetſion of His Royal Fathers 
Crown ; fo imperious, and ill natur'd were they ſtill rowards the poor Cave- 
[iers, and fo retolved againſt admitting them to any ſhare in the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Enterprize, ( however, their former Fidelity ro His Majeſty 
might commend them, and His Afﬀair need them ,.) that afrer the Secluded 
Members were re-admitted, a Reſolution raken of -Convening a Free Parlia- 
ment, in order to the King's Reftauration ; before their Riting they paſſed 
theſe rwo Votes; One, That all and every Perſon, who have Adviſed, Abetted, or 
Aſſiſted in any War againſt the Parliament, fince January the Firſt, 1641. his, or 
their Sons, ſhonld be uncapable to be elefied to Serv: as Members of the next Par- 
liament. And another, That no Man ſhould aft as a Commuſſion- Officer, without 
Firſt Achnowledging and Declaring, That the War undertaken by both Houſes of Par- 
liament, in their Defence, againſt the Forces raiſed in the name of the late KING, 
was Fuſt and Lawful. 

'hat can more nearly reſemble thoſe Oaths and Teſts, which have been, 
of Tare years, laid upon ſo many of His. preſent Majeſties Friends ; and no 
Coubr, with the ſame Deſign, and in a then probable proſpect of His Succe{- 
fion ro the Crown, That sf they ſhould fail of Excluding himſelf, yet at leaſt 
they might exclude a conſiderable number of His Friends from joyning their Force, 
and Aſſiſtance to the reſt, when He ſhould moſt need them ; and ſo, one time or 
other, he might fall into their Power thus unarmed and deprived of His juſt and 
ſufficient Defence. | 

The ſubtle Projectors, and Contrivers of this Intrigue, ir is likely are now 


off the Stage, bur fince many of thoſe, who, I believe, have not the lealt Ma- 


lice againſt His Majeſties Perſon, are yer nevertheleſs ſo intoxicate with the 
fcars and jealoufies they then imbibd, that they are yer hardly fober, and 
muſt have time ro recover their debauched Reatons. Ir is neceflary in the 
mean time, that: His Majeſty look to the preſervation of himſelf, ahd of them 
alſo, whoſe Loyalry is yet halt aſleep, and who perhaps, when they are ber- 
rer awake, will find rcaſon ro thank him for interpoſmg His Prerogative, a- 
gainſt rheir obſtinate Defence of a Law fo unreaſonable and unlafe, and 
thank God too, for that Courage and Wiſdom, 'with which he has inſpired 
tim, to preferve both them and Himſelf, and the whole Nation, from their 

precipitate Folly. | 
Theſe things conſidered, may, I think, fatisfie any reaſonable urprejudic'd 
Man, of the juſtice and neceflity *of His Majeſties exerting His Royal Prero- 
yative at this time, and in the manner he has expreficed in His Declaration, fur 
the preſervation cf Hyntclf, the Head of this great National Body, which can- 
rot be tucked with danger in that princips] part, withour a fatal cvil ro the 
Vv. hole 3 But with Hts Nayeftics Perion, 1 intimarcd allo a $4 o tor His Con- 
E Icicnce 
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ſcience , and that by His Preroparive, if he cannot have -it - otherwiſe. 
ECL 

entry do not conſent to His Maj rakin: Te 

and Penal Laws. 1s there not ſome regard to be had wo-the King's Conſcience, 
as well as other Mens? The Kitg, nodoubr, {© fincere and devonyas he is, 
in the profeſſion 'ef His Religion, accoimts- ir « very high offence agairift God, 
and danger of Eternal Damnation ro His Soul,-to perfecure whar He accounts. 
the Truth, and to drive 'away, or terrific amy by Perl 'Laws, from embra- 
ou= Who does nor ? 

I believe atfo the infliting of fach Percaltizs on afty other for-mere matrer of 
Conſcience, is'n& withour a-great 'regrer #0 'His own. That Conference ought 
38t 'to be conſtr aineth nor-People forced, in matters of 'mere Religion ; are the ex- 


ifſne from His-itunediare-Anrhority. So thar no Man's Conſcience of the whole 
Nartion'is ſo nearly concern'd, nor ſo: acconnable to' God for what refates to. 
Theſe Laws, as the King's Conſciet:ce. I think no Man will fy, thartheKing 
ought in the execution of ſuch Laws, ro fin againft His'Confcience ;'or 'thar. 
we hayeever the leſs obligation'ttpon ws to Own Him, and Obey Him as our 
King, and'to coniply with Him tendetly 'for the finding fuch'a temper, (if 
there be any better, than whar He wane fore for the farisfaQtion of borh 
His Corſcience and-onrs. COS Eny ſuffer for Conſcience ſake, and lofe- 


<a and att againtt the intereſt of His Soul, to {erve Fours of 
Indeed, what would you have Him do wiſer and fafer for His own Con- 
ſcience, and gentler and kinder for ours, than whar is irwporred in that Decla- 
ration, which we ſuppreſs, notwithſtanding His Majefties Command ro pub- 
liſh ir, and againſt which, your Letter endeavours ro ftir up the 'madnels of 
the People, and ro ahenate their 'Flearrs and Aﬀections from ſo Gracious and 

fo Wiſe, and fo Religious a Prince. 
You would deve Tie perhaps repreſent the Buſineſs ro His Parliament, and 
teave it with them to excogirare ſome expedient tar this emergent —_— a 
© Ec Y 


— 
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UMI 


no fucceſs. - 
If you anſwer, to be expected-then 3 The Narion had 
GEES Underftanding of the 


fo grea from fuch a furprifing Viciffirude of State, 
6 gra mamem; 30d ringing vt —rady corny eng wrngs » 
till after He had candeſcended. ro Treat further of that Aﬀair in Hlis Cloſer, 
with moſt. of the principal Members, and wit He aſſured Himſelf of an uner 
ro any reaſonable Complyance. 
He muſt leave ir to the iſſue of the next Parliament, after 
fo long a ume _—_—_ A ——————_— You ſay right, and {@ 
Majeſty intends, and fo He would have us lignifie for the Peoples Sarisfa- 


ading this Declaration. 

in this of the time to another Partiament, whae 
you hve Him > Pur thele Laws inexecution, not only againſt the 
of His Perfon, bur of His Conſcience- roo > Perfecure what He ac- 
the Truth Force, where in His Conſcience He judges nothing 
bur Perſuaſion to be -:; 

I know no remedy for His Majeſties Conſcience in the interim, bur a fur- 
ther ſuſpending and . ſtill with ſuch Laws: Nor do I believe that 
you, or any Man df; can a bener. 

Why, He may nor then known the Continuance of lis former Pur» 
—_— —— ol Dary s is of all Men tbe moſt renk _—_ 


Bill 
ge's 
jo 


and Chapels, rhere we have infinuared ro our andrcyo 
ſtakes .in- common with others, even almoſt 9 Nana i ly 1 
A ighty 10 nts His Majedes Conte 


| EE cnens quuſt needs b6 violazed, are 


(according ta His Judgment) rather than God : Can we blame 

Him ? ' Fes anti pn applaad blim for ied We of the Cler- 

gy. ought of Rs Men 20 key -oneo Hands. up gur Aourts, and make no Cle» 
rpors,, nar-give Him any Moleſtarion ot: this acoount;- 

It is our own Doctrine, in His Majeftics | = mr while thie are ſuch 

E 2 Diverſuies 
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Diverſities of _ Religion among us, and none more infallible than other on our 
Principles, and while Temporal Laws will be medling with them, and deter- 
mining their Controverſies ; unleſs they could make it a Shoo to fit to every 
Foot , and to ftretch ro every Conſcience, fuch Mutations and Troublcs of 
State as we meet with now, are like frequently to return, and the Gover:;- 
ment will ever and anon be. off the Hinges, new Exclufion-Bills to be brought: 
inco Parliaments, new Plots, and new Subjects for almoſt every new Prince. ' 
. To prevent ſuch Convulſions of State, and probably, ar one time or other, 
Diffolutions of the Government, as new Religions and new Conſciences now 
a days multiply, His Majeſty wiſely propounds, that there be henceforth no 
difabiliry on account of Conſcience, as of Kings to Reign, to of Subjects to- 
ſerve their Princes : In the mean rime, ncvertheleſs, for the farisfaction of our 
Conſciences, as well as His own. - 

His Majeſty further declares, © Thar he is reſolved” to uſe His utteermoſt 
«* indeavours, to eſtabliſh Liberry of. Conſcience on ſuch juſt and equal Foun-!: 
< dations, as will render it unalterable, and ſecure ro all People the Free Exer- 
< ciſe of their Religion for ever. And to thoſe of the Church of Erg/and prin- 
cipally,- and eſpecially the Proteſtant Religion, as by them profeſt, and as by 
Law Eſtabliſhes, - he will protect-and maintain fupereminently above all others, 


as the National-Religion : Thatas we ſhall give the Check ro no other, ſo nei-' 
ther ſhall we be Checked by any in the free Exerciſe of our Conſciences ; nor in- 


the quier and full enjoyment of our Poſſeflions. 


. You- would have His- Majeſty continue to-us, and protect and maintain'as, 
in-our;Domidion, over. all- the Conſciences| of rhe Nation ; in the puttitig7to: 


Death, Baniſhing, Impriſoning, Confiſcating, and. by: all- other means; (nor to. 
ov! u0/ 5 rTP I) EIN keeping under-all others of a' different 
Perſuahon. i r | $1117 89::.& 

| His Majeſty, . would .lend us His Power:and Authority, te do all this for us 
00 ;- if in-Conſcience he-could, bur I rhink we ought to excuſe him in that; 


and, I hope -all Perfons:of Honour and Confcience will renderly,conſfider His- 
Majeſties:CaK. as their. ovim; and be: fatisfied that the King. does' no more-'in- 
this Aﬀair, than what any truly Conſcientious Man; even owour/own Princt-- 


ples, muſt have- done. --Anid: as Himfelf has. been on. this account hirh&feo nc- 


ceflitated ro:fuſpend the.exeeurion of the Penal Laws: and:Teſt, fo they allo- 


when convened together in- Parliament, will - find :fome- Temper, thar no-rc>- 
Acainr dr oppreſGon-ſhall for: the future be- laid upon:the Conſciencts of-our- 
Kings by our Laws ahtir Gonſerencescas:L aid; being-much more concerned: 
. and aggreived' an-jthedixecutiowofifuch;Benal Lawg-and-Felts,:' by:theis Au- 
thority; then eurs car{be;- who-prerend./ that for the cauſe, 'wherefbre)'we can- 
nor comply with'His Majefties Propoſals for the taking them off. 

-- This ' have 44id, to/juftifie His. Majeſty-in the preſent nte of his. Preroga-. 
tve,. as the netefliry Salvo: for His Conſcience in.thinConjunctures. < 


| With His Qunſcicnce;: Ifiirther. animated a care-to:be taken forthe. pro-- 


rvingehis Honour, and: that: by bis: Prerogative, -diſpenfing with fuch Laws, 


cit, a coud yron "ts 


——-« 


_ 


Horcus 


as by any new emergency;gontrary'to their-Primary intention, do mterpoſe and: 
wit hte 2 hu , , 
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Honour in Noble, much more in Royal, Perſcnagcs, is by our Laws ratable- 
at the value of Contcience, what therefore rhey ceclare upon their Honour, 
is Equivalent ro what Perſons of a leſs Honourable degree, declare upon their 
Oath: | | 

Bur above all, the Honour of our Kings is a moſt ineſtimable Jewel of their 
Crowns, and Standard of their Government ; it is upon the account of that, 
that rheir Subjects arc diſpoſed ro revere and obey them,rto love them, ro con- 
fide in them, ro repoſe in them the rruſt of all they are and have, and with 
their Lives and Forrunes to ſerve them. 

Upon which account ir is, having fo great an intereſt in the Government, 
and well being of Mankind, in their re{pcctive Socicties, and fo great an In- 
fluence ypon Subjects to ingage them ro a quict and tractable compliance with 
the wiſe conſults of rthir Subjects ; hence, I fay,, it is that God himſelf is 
concerned for their Honour, commanding in His Holy Scriptures, that as we 
Fear God, ſo we ſhould H:nour the King. 

Let me nore ro you further, that our Laws are, for theſe great Reaſons, ſo. 
render of rhe Honour of Kings, as thcy will endure no artainder upon them, 
bur fo ſoon as from Subjects, they become Kings, whatever attainder was be- 
fore upon them from the Laws, it falls of ir ſelf, becauſe otherwiſe the Laws 
Iofe their main' end, laying a blot upon his Honour, arid leſſening his eſteem 
with his People, from which docs naturally ariſe many intolerable Evils to the 
Government. 

And for the ſame reaſon, whatever Perſcn is. Convict of an attempt to Alic- 
nate from our Kings, the AﬀeCtions of their Licge People, are looked on as 
Traitors, and reputcd ſuch as do therein ſubvert the Fondamental Laws of this 
Kingdom, and if we follow the reaſon of the thing, for doubtleſs upon that 
the Law is Grounded, as any Perſon fo any matrer or thing, which tends ro 


Alicnate from the King the Afﬀections of his Licge People, is by parity of 


| Reaſon to be removed. 


In ſhort, that which we call the Teſt, however agreeable it might be ro rhe. 
preſent Circuinſtances in which it was made ;. yet now, as GCixcumſtances are 
by rhe Divine Providence changed; the. continuing of it..does refiet fuch Dit 
honour upon His Majeſty , as -does eyidently rend ro alfenate from Him the 
Afﬀections of His Licge People, and that two ways: 

1. As infirwating Hitn to be a Confſpirator againſt ' the Life and. Crown of 
_ late Majeſty, m that which was called the Damnable Helliſh and Popith 7}. 

lot. ; AN I x | X 
2. Asanplyipg Him an. I”dolater againſt God;the Supreme Majefty of Het-- 
ven and Firth? | 
Firſt, That the Teſt was made againſt the Roman Carholicks, on prefur- 
prion, thag they were generally .ingaged in, or one way or other Abertrars of,. th#t 
then reputed Horrid Plor ; I think 1s rco-plain to be taifly denied. 

If you obj; That His Sacred Majeity,” then Duke of 7k, was Himſelf 
cxcmpred' ftom thar Teft, ant fo it could-ncrt reflect wpon him. 

_ I anfwer, Never the leſs for that. Nothing more terved their 'Purpofes of 
that, Conjuncture, than that. (ubtle-feeming Tendernels of rhe Duke ; they. 
- . . krew 
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knew -His Mzjcſties Love and Confidence in His Royat Brother, was nor yer 
ſhaken enough ; and rhar ro have but named Him among the other Roman 
_ _ ar thar rime, had certainly obviared the Kings Royal Afﬀent ro 
r 
The Game was then bur to extort from the King. by force, or gain by ſur- 
ze, what they might ealify convert to the Dukes Diſadvantage afrerward. 
or the Tet Leng par upon all bearing Oe though r the Kingdom, for 
the diſcovery of rhe Profeflors of that —_— on futfpicion and ſuggeſtion ro 
the People, that they were all in that piracy 3 the Duke being known 


w be of thatReligion, every one knew how to draw rhe Concluſion, rhough _ 


the Dake were excepred, to pleaſe rhe good bur eſpecially when Mar- 
rers were afterward intri to. that _ res, dh dared openly to bring 
Him a Bilt of Exctufion in the High Court of Parliament, and infanin 

im at the fame time all over the King with Libels of the moft bt. 
and horrid import, that Craft and Malice rgether could LT Whatever 
rs inthe Dei i 6 mani cough in th Een, har rhat rhe firſt impoſi poſing 

I Tn Re wide Ange, Gn univerſally fer- 
ment a diſguſt and prejudice agaiaſt Him, and cait a Diſhonour upon Him, 
ind was Med an Diſpion oe Excl Bloch low while 

e was yet Duke. 

Bur now He is, by the Grace of God, King of &c. rhe contir- 
ing of the ſame, _— cc renewing it, muſt ne- 
ceſlarily continue, renew and faſten in His Minds, rhe fame precon- 
ns SO which cannot be wirhour Alienation of the Aﬀections of His 
Liege-People from Him, and conſequently nor only incumber and make His 
Government unwieldable in His Hand, of many Brits, apt all which. the 


It were to be ſuppoſed in generous Equity, that ll thoſe who had on that 
- account ſuffered in their Forrunes and their Honour , their Innocency being 
cleared, ſhould be alf6 now cleared of the Laws reſpeQting them on that ac- 


count, — excogitared,, & w' (ccare us | 


and eur Religion, parry pry x ſe innocenv Perſons rw Diſhonot and Ruine. 
How ſhould we uld bleſs it to us, and make us fafe by ſuck an 
unjuſt ſecurity : Tal (I fay,) and eſpecially to ſo Great.and Sacred a Perſon 
.as our Prince. 

Why do we ſuffer any thing to remain, which may intimate. and infinuate 
to Hts Liege People ſuch a falſe Suggeſtion, and diſhonourable Impuratior, 
and fill further impreſs upon their Minds ſo adious a CIR as in this 
Teſt, - Kr £4 act, my = by ara; evifincty caſt upon him. 

From what has faid on this Head, Firſt, with reſpe& to that Conſpi- 
Tacy, you ſec the necefſity of the King's aſſerting His Honour by His Prero- 


gartive 
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gative at this time 3 ſeeing we do yer fo tenacioully hold our Reſolution of 
retaining ſuch Laws : nevertheleſs, tor the reflectivns from them, on His Ma- 
jeſties Honour, and rhe evil conſequences of rhat, upon His Goveramenr. 
Another reflection on His Majeities Honour, for the preſerving of which 
. he is conſtrained ro make uſe of His Difpenſing Power, and particularly 
againſt rhar eftabliſhed Law, called the Tet, this 5 Thar in the ufing of ir, 
and fo long as it continues, and ſo often as occation recurns, for the iterating 
of it, His Majeſty is inferred, and publiquely markedfor an klolater. Which 
-odious Inference, fo perpetually inj into the Minds of the Mabile, it 
cannot bur beger in them an Averſation from His Majeſty, and an Alienation 
of the Aﬀections of His Liege People 3 making rhem rurbulent, uncatie, and 
unmanageble by the Government. p 
EY perhaps, we cannot help that ; People will think as they 


Ir's true, bur in rhe-mean time,I rhink, according to the mazims of (Govern- 
ment, it is neither-poh nor decent, thatthe Laws themictves ſhould fer 
a Brand upon the King, and adminiſter Fuel ro their Fire. 

the People will nor be Tongue-ry'd, yer the Laws may, and ought, 


aa. 
His Majeſty, aload, .and in Caurrs of Jultice, evety where diſperſed 
over the whole Nation, Bars Ae Sandhan of :a: Sacrament, to 7 
their abhorrence, and renunciatian of certain .Doctrines,: and Teners:of Reli- 
gion, by which they doinfer His Majefty 10; beaigrois Idolater : which -Do- 
Arines they nevertheleſs: kwow ar:the lame time, as:by cur King, to by moſt 
I Princes of :the- Chriftian World, :to be conferearioutly owned and-pro- 
What highercontempr, affront, and-diſhonour.can there-be put upon. a King 
by His Subjects ? and (till higher, ThatHis.own Autherity thall be forced: ro 
Juſtifie, and encourage, .and\give them-only :Rewards, and Honors, and -Offi- 
«ces for {o doing 5 and'to exclude all others, who: think. it becomes -them+1o be 
-more'modeft, :and in ſuch a martrer, -ro-fuppreſs their .cenlure, and keep. their” 
Sentiment to themſelves. If. His Majeſty ſhould require of us, with all -rhis 
Solemniry, ro Declare, that we believed the warſhip of. the:Hoſt, Invaecation 
of Saints, &c. ro be no.Idolatry, 'and thar:confequently, -neither himſelf, nor 
any of His Church and:Communion, were Idolarers. in fo:doing:; what leſs 
oppofition, -and clameur of Popery could we make, : than we do -now, when 
His Majefty only deſires, that we:would rake” the: liberry of :Fhinking, Dif 
courſing alto -moteſtly, what we lit ourfelves in: this marter, :fo1we woald 
not force others to make a publick Dedaration of it, and-falemnly -ro Swear 
ro it toa, who perhaps, are not: ſo-ſarisfied:in the thing, or if.they are, think it 
no good manners to His Majeſty,to do ir at this time. 
The King would aor exclude us, .but admit all His. good Subjects - indiffe- 
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rently to His Service, and His Favour ; nay, the very Roman Catholicks ſhall 
nor be capable of the like Places and Offices, but as they ſhall be bound and 
diſabled trom doing any injury to orhers,. or infringing the leaſt Liberty, Ag- 
vantage, or Honor of Proteſtants. | 

Bur by His Laws, whether He will or no, to conſtrain Him, to admit no 
other Pcrions abour Hmm, none ro attend in His Houſhold, none to Serve Him 
in the Miniſtring of publick Aﬀairs, but ſuch as have taken ſuch Oaths, as 
imply Him ro be an Idolater !_ 

Shall he have no other Objects when ever he lifr up His Eyes, or which way 
ſoever he look, bur fuch as may ftir up in Him a regreting remembraxce of the 
conſtraint, we pur upon Him, and our ill uſage of Him ? | 

Thele are things not to be endured by Bleſh and Blood ; I am confident, 
- no.Gentleman in England could be content to make ir His own caſe; nor will 

they, I hope, when they more nearly look into the thing, and ſee whar. evil 
-conſequences ir 1s likely to produce, Cenſure His Majeſty for. uſing His Pow- 
cr of Diſpenſing with fach Laws, rill a fir time, for the Convention of Parlia- 
ment ; and that the. rather, for that His Majeſty Declares His willingneſs to 
concur with them there to the c{tabliſhing any other Law, equivalent in its 
ſtead, which without thoſe oblique wipes upon His Majeſties Religion, His 
Honour, and His Conſcience, may be as effectual ro ſecure us in the profefſion 
of our Religion, as that we enjoy. 

And nor only His Honour, bur his Life alſo, may be in danger from this In- 
Gnuation : There being no ſmall number of zcalous Proteſtants, ſome of which 
I bave met with, holding Idolatry ro be a Crime puniſhable with Death by 
Chriſtian Magiſtrates ; and ſome worſe than that, that every Mans Hand is to 
be upon them to pur them ro Death, that their Eye is nor to pity or ſpare fo 
much as an Inticer to Idolatry, though our own Father or Mother, &c, 

This is faid in Vindication of the diſpenſing Power, His Majeſty now uſes, 
as neceſlary for the Preſervation of His Perſon, His Conſcience and his Ho- 
nour. 

And though, as I aid, whar concerns His Majeſties, and the corimon good 
are ſo interwoven, as the publick muſt have ſuſtained a very grear Evil, it nor 
a probable Ruine and Diflolution of the Government, by any Rebellious or 
violent attempt on His Perſon, ſo Naked and Defenceleſs, as we would have 
teft Him, and that His Majeſty by theſe Meaſurcs, faves His Perſon, His Con- 
Kcience and His Honour. | 

Yer, ſince His Majeſty has been plcaſed in His Declaration, to juſtifie the 
exerting of His Prerogartive at this time, not only on the account of Himlſelt, 
'but of many other advanrages which may thence accrew to His People. 

I ſhall deſire you to confider them alto, as rhey ſtand commended ro us in 
the. Declaration ir ſelf, and with thoſe further enlargements on that ſubject, 
lately. publiſhed from other Excellent Pens, to which I reter you. 

And go on to the next Reaſon, on the account of which, a Miniiter of the 
Chusch of Erng/md cannot, according to you, Conſent rg the Declarztion. In 


which, and the reſt that follow, I may be ſhort, for I reckon the buſfinzls « 


your Letter is-done. If I have cleared, in all wi cly conſtituted Soczert:s, the 
Realo 
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Reaſon and Neceffiry of a Power, difpenimg with the eftabliſked Laws, in 
ſome extraordinary Cafes, withour which, the publick Good, which is the 
main end of all Laws, and Governments, cannot be fecured ar all rimes, Thar 
ſome body muſt be trated with rhis Power. Thar it is no where witer and 
fafer lodg'd, than inrhe King. That therefore we muſt acquiefce in His 
when it is feafonable roufe ir ; Thar neverrhefels, for our faris- 
faction, the Reafons which His Majeſty has given in thar Declaration of His, 
which we refuſe ro Read, are very ctear and cogent, for the putting in pra- 
Rice His Prerogarive ar this time. Br you fay furrher, We cannor Conlent, 
nor Read. For thar is to recommend to our People rhe choice of ſach Per- 
ſons, as ſhall rake away the Teft and Pena! Laws, which moſt of the Nobifiry 
and Gentry have Declared their Judgment againſt. This s an Argument, 
not from the force of Reaſon, bur Exampte, which may be right or wrong, as 
ir happens, and we have no way to affure us, when it is, and when it is not, 
bur by purring i to the ronchftone of Reaſon ; which being done already, till 
I fee thoſe Reaſons anſwer'd, I have no more to ſay, bur Magis amica Veritas. 
Pafling this over therefore as nothing new, bur onty a ſcrape to rhe Nobility 
and Genrry ; you fay next, rather than nothing ,atmolt rhe ſame over again, viz. 
That it us to condemm all thoſe great and worthy Parrices of their Country, who for- 
feited the deareſt thing in the world to them, next a good Conſcience, that w, The 
Favour of their Prince, and a great many Honourable and Profitable impioyments 
with it, rather thaw conſent to the Propoſal of taking away the Teſt, and Penal 
Laws, which they apprehend deftruttive to the Church of England, and the Proe- 
ſtant Religion ; and he who car in Conſcience > all this] think need ſcruple nothing. 
If the ſame Propoſal had been made ro us as ro the Worthy Patriots, that s, 
Whether we would give our Vores in Parliament, for raking off the Te/# and 
Penal Laws, then you had rightly taken an Argument a finuli for our ſuffer - 
ing like them, rather than conſenting, which 1s the thing you pretend to do, 
bur very inconfiderately, for our Cate isnor like theirs. Nor will the Grear 
and Worthy Patriots Thank you for bringing them ro parallel. and patronize 
your Dilobedience to His Majefties plain Command, when the Conlent they 
were asked ro give, was only ro a Propoſal, and fo can imply no Difobedience, 
if they did not confenr. If His Majelty had asked no. more of them than he 
does of us, which is, ro publiſh His Declaration ; they would never have for- 
feired His Majeſties Favour for thar, nor their Honourable and profitable Im- 
ployments. For how, I pray, came His Majeſties Declaration the firſt time 
publiſhed ; I ſiwppeſe ir muſt be communicated ro others, ſo, as to paſs all over 
the Nation, through many Hands of Officers, of the Gentry, and of the No- 
bility roo, for any thing you know ; and of ſuch, as neverthele(s did ſtop, 
perhaps, at the Propoſal of raking off rhe Teft and Penal Laws ; and fo are 
you left free to do, if you pleaſe, for all your Reading, and as free are all thoſe 
thar hear you. | 
You proceed next,to the evil conſequences which may follow yourReading; 
It would make our Miniſtry contempribte , you fay, which muſt by no mems 
be admitted; right or wrong, for ought I ſee, A Miniſter nuſt lock to Plenſa 
and kumour the Mobile, or all his Comſets, "——— Preathings, Writings, 
. are 
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gre nething worth. Fer St. Paul has faid, Tit. 2. 15, Let #0 man dejpiſe thee : 
Thar is well enough argued againſt Authority, 'in a matter, where we ſee the 
People as hot, and as forward as. ourſelves. | | 

Bur now, if we were to Teach the People, as you call ir, by Reading the 
AR of Uniformity, the Book of Homilies, or the Book of Common Prayer, or any 
thing elſe, not fo reliſhing ; or by which, we are like to ger the Iil-will and 
Contempr of the People : Why, it. is bur putting on our Noſe of Wax again, 
with a bent on the other ſide ; then by honour and. diſhonour, ty good report and 
evil rep'rt, as deceivers and yet true, 2 Cor. 6. 8. Am I therefore become your 
enemy, becauſe I tell you the Truth ? If your bufineſs were only ad capram- 


dum p:pulum, this might ſerve ; bur whercas you with us ſo ro behave ourſelves.. 


that no Man deſpiſe us, Ir will concern us, who are Clergy-men and Scho- 
lars, nar to appear to all Men of Senſe, fuch filly and deſpicable Animals, as 
you ſeem to take us. for, by thinking to impoſe upon us, with ſuch pitiful So- 
phiſtry, as this: For, Sir, Is the thing evil, or is it not ? If ir be, as ſomtimes 
you are in the mind, contrary to the Laws both of God and Man, do bur 
prove this as ſoundly to us, as you have faid it temerariouſly, and we are as 
much ar a point, for not recommending it to our People, as you, though they 
ſhould deſpiſe us for it never ſo much. , Bur if it be not; evil-in itſelf, as, for- 
gerting your Theme, in anorher. place, you had almoſt flipped our, .in theſe 
words, It may be it were no fault, to conſent to the Declaration. If I fay there 
be perhaps no faulr, bur only a popular miſpriſion in it, ra make. ſome Men 
deſpiſe us ; by the ſame reaton we ſhould nor read the Book of, Canons, as we 
are bound every year, -nor an Homzly, nor the Book of Common-Prayer itſelf, 


Your next Reaſon is;tharir will cffeCtually tend to the ruine of the Church. 


of England ; And why ? Becauſe it will provokg,or miſguide, all the friends it has; 
What, the Reading it, and nothing elſe? A Man had as. good be a keeper of 
Bears, as of ſuch Friends, who will be ſo eaſily provoked. As for the King, 
no body cares how much he be provoked, though he be moſt able by His Pow- 
er, and obliged by His Sacred Promile,ro Protect us from ruine. And if we 
once diſoblige Him from that, I fear we ſhall find it beyond the Power of the 
Nobility and Gentry, to protect and maintain us, ſo far as he has in gd 
Himſelf in this, ſo proving, Declaration ; ſnappoſing His Majeſty fue x and 
treacherous to His Royal. Word and Promiſe ; you have faid ſomthing on 
this Argument ; and truly he who ſhould be over folicitous .in anſwering ir, 


would but ſeem to be ſo too. Wherefore, you may run for me to the end of. 


your Rope, with the reſt of your harangue on this reaſon. Ir jg. all ſer on a 
falſe bottom ; which is Anſwer enough. 


Your Objection comes next, of ſome who ſhquld fay, Theſe are Conſequen- 


ces bur conjectural,” and nor abſolurely.neceſlary. 

It may be the Reading of it will not ſo effetually tend to the Churches ruine. 

To which you Anſwer, They are nor indeed ſach effects in reſpect of cer-. 
rainty, as ariſe from natural Cauſcs,. but they are- as.morally certain, as any 
thing can be. Good Sir, then do us the Favour bur to. hear them made our, al- 
moſt as evident Demonſtrations as you have promiled us, let us ſee this Mo- 


ral Certainty, Moral EfieQts muſt have Moral Cauſes ; Is not the Kings a, 
; Moral 
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Moral Promiſe,” and nay not a Moral Certainty be grounded upon' that ® fr 


ſecms you were before aware of this Retorrt,. and you think fit ro grant it, i 


theſe words which follow, which are by way of Queſtion. 

Wether the Kirg cannot keep his Promiſe to the Church of England, if ebe Teſt 
and Penal Laws be repealed? To which your {elf make anſwer, Jaw cannot ſay 
but this may be ; 1o that you grant as Moral a Certainty on this tide, as on the 
other. Bur the Kings Moral Cerrtainty is not to be believ'd, though yours 
mult : But for Reaſons wherefore, you are wont to be ſparing, where the 
Marter pinches ; bur if we will rake your Word, there are tome very ſubſtan- 
tial ohes behind the Curtain. 

Wherefore (as you ſay) the Nation daes not think fit to try it, and we commend 


the great Men who deny 3t. 


If we-will take fuch Reaſons, as you think fir ro make ſhow of ar preſent , 
why here they are : The King is an Immoral Man, and theretore no Moral cer- 
rainty of what otherwiſe might be poſſible enough in it telf : The King pro- 
fefſes an Immoral Religion,and he conyerſes with a fort of Immoral Men.called 
Fejuits, who can preſently furniſh him with a Salvo, for his inclination, to forget hs 
promiſe to the Church of England : Is nor this to make the marter almoſt as evi- 
dent a Demonſtration, as you promis'd us > Why, Sir,l confeſs this is a young 
Phoenix Argument,iprung out of the Aſhes of that old one faid ro be of the Earl 
of Shaftburies, which was burnt by the hand of the Common Hangman, He muſt 
hate a King we can truſt : And the Nobility and Gentry are called to take 
notice of -it, and to be ſuppoſed they go on the ſame ground ; Nay, the whole 
Nation do not think fit to try it, you ſay. And all muſt be thanked, the Nobuity 
and Gentry eſpecially molt tenderly treated, and their Ears by no means grated 
with this Declaration, wl ich may diſcourage, provoke or miſguide them from their 
oppoſition to the King on this account, and then we are finally ruin'd indeed. 

Now if the Church of England can be beholding to you, for furniſhing her 
Miniſters with an Argument againſt the Kings Declaration, which ſmells fo 
rank of the Hangman ; I am miſtaken in her, which I am ſure I am not a- 
mong thoſe who are Iſraclites indeed : Wherefore I think it needleſs tro ſpend 
any more words about ir. Bur having made ſure of the Nobility and Gen- 
try, as you would have us think : Now but a word to the Wiſe, and you have 
done, and that is to the Difſenters. 

Who (lay you) are ſo wiſe and conſidering, as out of our agpeſition to the King 
en this Propoſal, to ſmell in is ſomething of a perſecuting ſpirits 

Well, how ſhall the Matter be handled then, that they hy not provoked, for 
there is no Policy in that ar this time of the day ; howggger we have pro- 
voked them heretofore. he 

The Diſſenters, (you ſay) whom we ought not to provoke, will expound our not 
reading to be the effet of a perſecuting ſpirit. 

Then it feems, not reading is teaching roo as well as reading ; what. you will 
for that. But how ſtall we ſplit the hair berween the Nobility and Gentry 
on the one fide , and the Diſſenters on the other ? If we can draw both to 
to our fide, nothing can reſift us. 

To diſoblige the Nobility and Gentry were more facal indeed, as you ſay, than #9 
anger the Diſſenters. F 3 But 
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-{ Bur they are numerous and rich, there is no parting With thern at this time 
-nexther, ſome cunning and fineneſs muft be uſed thento bring gver the Diſſen- 
ters to the Confederate Arty: ; for God's fake; what” is the meatiing of all this 
Plorring and Projefting, and making Leagues, and Alliances, arid triuftering our 
Forces ? Where's the Enemy ? May a Man venrute to peep his Head over 
the Wall to ſee this ſame Hantbal ad portas 3 which comes threatriing thus with 
Fire and Fagor, to diſcharge onr new Alliance, the Diffenters, From” all Pains, 
Penalties, Forfeitures, Impriſonments, by them, or any of them, incurred cr forfeit- 
ed, or which they ſhall, or may at any time hereafter be liable to, by reaſen of their 
| Nonconformity, or the exerciſe of their Religion, and from all Suits, Troubles or Di- 
Jlurbances for the ſame 3 Are-as for our 1etves \,” there is no more mercy ro be 
looked for at his hands, than for our Brethren the poar Difſenters : For all our 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Clergy , and all ether of the Church of England, in the firſt 
"place: Alas ! they muſt be every Scul of them protefited and maintained in the free 
exerciſe of their Religion , as by Law eftabliſfd ; and in the full and quiet enjoy- 
"ment of all their Poſſeſſions, withont any moleſtation or diſturbance whatſotver. 

- Ir is rime, one would think, to projet a way of joyning the Church of 
" England and the Difſenters to keep one another. 

For theſe Diſſenters are wiſe and conſidering Men, and they are ſenſible of them 
ſelves, that all this is but Anguis in Herb, a mere Trap, a Gin, a pitfall. And 
although they defire Eaſe and Liberry, they are nor willing to have it with fuch 
apparent hazard of Church and State: Ler them but ftay their ' longing a 
-while ; for when there is bur the firſt opportunity of ſhewing our "inclinations 
without danger, they will find that we are not ſuch Perſecuters, -as we have been re- 
preſented. Where then, and whar has been the danger thar no ſuch Inclinati- 
'bns have appeared roward the Diſſenters theſe rwenty eight years back ? Have 
not our Proteſtanr Princes, as well as this, been always oppos'd in their Incli- 
"rations to any fuel} Indufgence : King Charles the Second made them a Promile 
of it at Breda;he made ſeverat Ihtimations of that Profniſe m furure Parliaments, 
'#nd how his Honor lay ar ſtake ;5 bur mer with no Inclinarion. in us, unleſs jr 
were, to lay of more lode': And-dfrer, when that gracious Prince was fain 
't© breake from us by main-force, and upon his own Prerogarive iflue vur- his 
promifed Induſf®& ; he could have no peace with us again, nor any compli- 
ance with him in his other Afﬀairs of State, till we almoft compelled him to a 
Revocation. -- - u robs OG ETA 

And yet what milytier of Men ſhould the Diſſenters ſee we are towards them , 
if we h:& bnt oppoſianity. - ' 5 La ng 
-- Bur now-you Where is danger ; yes, now we have carried our ſelves fo, 
as to apprehend danger to our ſelves,. there comes an opporrunity for cokefing 
the Diſfenters, ro'Help-tis ro ram the danger upon the King ; and rhey muſt be 
made to believe,they are in the ſaddeſt danger now that ever they were, who 
m trath were never ſo tnuch' our of it for aboye rwenty years paſt, nor in fuch 
ptobaBiliry of ſhaking off the fear of any fuch danger for the farute , if they 
ate not ſeduced and infittuared ro be unthankful ro their gracious King, atid 
wanting to themſelves. Now the reaſon,wherefore I call the Diffenters ro look 
back wpon our Inclinarions tewards rhem, is nor ro cenſure the _—_— and 
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Hygpr of thoſe Parliaments, which made fuch Laws 5gainft Diſſemers us Mat- 


89 ſhew,thar His preſent Majeſties Religion, Which has been as ſevere w- 


oy as ours, may nevertheleſs tor that be as ſincere as we caa be, 
-in thexdwetinations he hints the Diſſertters may hope. frog us,when rime ſerves : 
1 like yewr Commendarions of the Church of England\every where well enough, 
and believe their well meaning, bur not as you make uſe of ir, flity & inf 
"matte a diftruft and a ſnare, and to create a ſuſpicion in the Diſſenters of His 
Majeſties Veracity and Hogour, and by this baſe Suggeſtion werypt them ro de- 
ſerr Him in this Juncture, and adhere rather to thoſe who oppole Him : I be 
lieve as much as you, that they are ſo wiſe and conſidering as to be ſenſible of 
a ſnare, and as likely of your ſerring for them, as of. His Majefties And that 
they will think ir more wile and fafe to confide in His Word, than in yours; 
and to rake the Opportuniry which now preſents, than to ſtay and ſtarve while 
your Graſs grows. ; 


Bur leſt your Promiſes ſhould not prevail, you atremprt allo by Threamings 


ro derer rhem from ftrengrhning His Majeſties Parry and Should they 
take it in this way, you tell them, they will find it the deareſt that evey 
was granted. 


1 do not deny, but Gold may be bought too dear ; let us ſee, whar we have 
by the Bargain of parting with our Tett and Penal Laws. If all the Diſcourſe 
of your Letter had been againſt thoſe only, who are for delivering up our 
Laws into the Hand of another Religion, without any effeQual ſecuriry for 
our own ; I ſhould have agreed with you, that we tannor Canſear: but, mult 
Suffer in this way,-and it-s ptain His Majeſty is of that mind tov, His whole 
Declaration being a Propoſal of Terms and Comprenule of Peace aniong His 
Subjedts, of whatever diffegent Perſuaſfions, par nene may hinder one athocher 
of rhe Free Exercife of rheir Religion, and full and quiet enjoyment of their 
Property, and if you are fo ſulpicious of Siſter dealing, from His Majeſty, 
ke offers to make our ſelyes, by our Regrafentacives'in Parliament, Utr 
in the buſineſs, So that your Inſimuation wary Ungented and Rude towards 
His Majeſty, and favors more os 2 piquinſ# iltt-narur'd jealoufie, than any juſt 
fear that we ſhould find the Liberry now offered, the deareſt that ever was 
Granted: Theſe are the Reaſons, on which you ground your Magiſterial Suy « 
poſition 3 Thar no Miniſter of the Church of England can Conſent to the De- 
claration; and. therefore cannot read it; how weak and inſufficient. they are 10 
eftabliſh fach an Hypotheſis,and that theretore all you have builkempon it, nwtt 
come dowr-with it, ler the world judge,: fo thas nevertheles fot your Argu- 
ments, a Miniſter of the Church of, Exglazd can Content to! the Geclaron, 
and then I_think, that he may Read us, no. bedy will dey. 

P Nay, and that he ought, 4 omnzbws licitis © honeftis, to pry an active Obe- 
IeNCe. | 

To anſwer the Command by-a'Paifive Obedience, © T» ſuffer all that can be 

Keffered in, this Warld, (as you. ſomewhere ſoy.) to be /ub/eft on'y and net reſiſt, 


wil wt ſerve the tram here, 


The 
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The glving our Sodyt&ve burnt, in this Cauſe, will not make as 
is an AQtive Obedienceage to all the King's Honelt and Lawful Comma 
Fundamental Laws of #ilwilimngdom, though the matter of the 
yet entred by a oforpmargen op = that mus accidental z we owe 
the account of onr -maturz! Allegiance, founded in that Relation 'King 
abd Subject. IF it be -a Witter in which he is necefditated to uſe his —_— 
that we are bound to (atiefie our ſelves in, is this; Is it a Moral Comm. & it nat 
againſt the Laws of God, over which he has no Power of D.ſpealing, though it wese 
to ſave His own, and the Lives of all His Subje&ts > IF not, weare Bd to it by our 
Natural Allegiance, by our Loyalty or Legality, which is not to be underſtood fo ad 
Legem, as it is not due for Conſcience-ſake ; ſaveonly inſuch Inftances where it is paſ'd 
into'a Parliamentary Law, For Allegiance reaches to Law in a further Extent and 
Latitude than fo, even to that Law, which Nature and right Reaſon teach, is founded. 
in ſuch a: Relation as King and Subject, and Political Father and Sons. Not onfy con- 
fined to that Law, which defends the Right, the Liberty and Property of the Subject, 
which is for the moſt part written becauſe it paſſes by Grant, and ttands on Record, 
from the King : But to that Prerogative Law alſo, which is natural and unwritten, and 
cannot be g:anted away, becatiſe it-defends the Rights of the Crown, and defends the 
Majeſty Authority and Dignity of the Prince, and the Capacity, whereby he may per- 
form- all the;Offices of a Father to his People. - ite 

Do not we ſwear a Canonical Obcdience to our Biſhaps, In onibu; Licity 65 He- 
neſtis 2 By what Law. of the: Land is this required? By no Parliamentary Law, but, as 
I ſaid, by the Law of Nature, rooted in that Relation he bears toward us of our Spiri- 
tual Father, But here is no place for a Diſcourſe (o large and copious, as it ſhould be, 
on this Sabject, AI I mean by it here is this, That if the Mattesvf the Declaration be 
Moral, Honeſt, and Lawful, ſo far as Lawful takes in the Law ef the King's Preroga- 
tive, as well-as the Peoples Laws: We muſt pay an Active Obedience to this Com- 
mand of His Majeſty, on the account of our Natural Allegiance: A Suffering for it ra- 
ther, and not refilting only, will not juſtifie us to. God, by whom Kings Reign, and 
whoſe Power is Qudained-of Ged. This I take' to have Been all along the Doctrine of 
the Church of 'Eug/and. 

But after all this, it .s- peſGble, forte of the Miniſters of the Church of En:land'can- 
not conſent. Some will not. take ſhe-gaius perhaps, and” fome have not the parts to 
think deep enough. Some, . and their Ground where they were firſt (et, 
rooted by Education, and fome as mpety-by Prejudice. Some have their Reaſon over. 
poured, by their Fears; and ſome, kytheir Intereſts. What then ? May they not read 
the Declaration? Muſt the grand and important Afﬀairs of State be all at a tand, till 
ſuch Perſons can be ſatisfied > Muſt their Wills be the Law in the meantime, and theit 
Fudgment the Standard of the King and Council, and the whole Nation * Muſt their 
Declaration in this Matter be publiſhed in all their Churches and Chapels, and His Ma» 
zeſty's never ſuffered to come in at the Church-door 2 Why may not bath Tales be 
told, and- both Sides heard ? "This is not juſt nor civil dealing with His Majeſty, 

Again, What if you cannot give an internal Conſent, or a Conſent of Approbation ? 
Can you not read it with a Conſent of Acquieſcence and Submifſion ? That fs all which 
need-to be in a Subject,to Matters of this kind, When the King, in whoſe Preroga- 
tive is to make Peace and War, fets forth a Declaration, fignifying His purpoſe of ma- 
king War, ſuppoſe with the Dutch or French ; May His Officers, in the ſeveral Places 
where this Declaration is to be publiſhed, ſuppreſs it, ard refuſe to obey His Command, 
unleſs, according -to you, they-can approve the Matter of it, and be ſatisfied in the King's 
Reaſons and Grounds of the War 2 I ſee not, but, upon your Doctrine, there is more 
Reaſon for it here, than where you would inftigate us of the Clergy to give ſo dange- 
rous and pernicious a precedent to the whole Nation. A 
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Konfent of Acquieſcence and Submiſſion, as I (aid, to the Wiſdom and Juſlice of 
the King, is enough in ſuch Caſes, and with no more than that,” Armies of their Subjects 
do og our Princes into the Field, with the expence- of tlieir Blood and” Treaſure, 
and not ſtand bogling, as you would have ns, at nothing but ek Fo Publiſhing His 
Majefties Declaration. On this Principle it will be hard' for His Majeſty, on whatever 
juft and neceſſary occaſion, to raiſe an Army among Diciples'of your teaching ; Nay, it 
isa wonder, if ſuffered to proceed, that it does not disband that He has. There is rare- 
ly a Concurrence of all Judgments and Votes to the making of the Laws themſelves in 
Parliament, and fo not ſuch a Cenfſent as we call internal. Nevertheleſs an external, or. 
if you: will, call it a permifſive, Conſent, of all, to the EnaCting and Publiſhing it 
as 4 Law. Wow ſuppoſe any of the Members of ſuch a Parliament, giving the eat 
an Aſſize or Seffions, in the Office of one of His Majefties. Judges, or Juſtices of the 
Peace; muſt he paſs over, . and omit the recital or reading of ſuch Laws, as he does not, 
in his own Judgment, approve, or to which he had before refuſed his conſent and ſufs , 
frage in Parliament? Many of thoſe Breves, or Letters Patents, in the behalf of poor. 
dittreſed Sufferers, to which we are required to excite the Peoples Charity, I bave heard 
accounted by Clergy-Men little better than Cheats, and yet make no ſcruple of reading 
them, and that with a whatſoever Law, Statute, or Proviſion to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. Innumerable Inſtances of this kind might be offered, if there were need, to 
ſhew, that he, who cannot conſent to the Declaration with a Conſent of Approbation, , 
may yet read it with a Conſent of Acquieſcence and Submiffion. 

. And further, what if you cannot-Conſent to the matter of the Declaration, or the. 
Expediency of it, in it ſelf 5 can you not Confent to Read it, in the nature cf a Propo- 
ſal. Not as common Cryers altogether, but yet as Men, whom our Ordinaries, as well. 
as the King, do make uſe of- to: theſe purpoſes : His Majeſty would have us fignifie His 
Pleaſure, that he would Treat with His People, - by their Repreſentatives in Parliament, 
concerning the neceſlity of His Suſpenſion of the Penal Laws at preſent ; and about cer- 
tain Overtures of Terms and Conditions offered in Exchange, for the Repeal of them 
for the future : All this is but by way of Propoſal; Conditions and' Terms offered, and 
all the way with a reſerve to the Parliament, No abſolute Conſent is required, but on- - 
ly conditional, if ſuch propoſitions be liked or canibe made practicable. 

What if it be propoſed, to take of the Tett and-Penal Eftabliſhed Laws? What is. 
there. in this contrary to the Laws of the Land 2-as you frequently, but raſhly,ſoggeſt. 
Is the Repeal of a Law againſt,and not rather ble to,the known Laws of the Land? * 
As to the 'method, which the King uſes $0 this parpoſe, what can be objected againſt 
our Conſenting to that ? If any Nobleman or Gentleman defign the Repeal of a former. 
Eſtabliſhed Law, his Method for the compaſſing his end, muſt be by making known . 
his Mind and his Reaſons : Ordinarily Books are Printed'and Pabliſhed all over the Na-.. 
tion, to this purpoſe before the-Convention of Parliaments, what dges the Kipg more'in 
this matter than other Men ? And ſo for Recommending by vs to the People, fifch Per-.. 
ſons to fit in. Parliament, as may eomply with His Majeity in the buſineſs of the Decla- 
ration : Whatisit more than Propoſal * And what's itamore than we ordinarily do for.. 
the Nobility. and Gentry at their Requeſt. Do not Letters fly about, 'and Harſe and . 
Man, all over the Country, Night and Day, for the Election of ſuch Perſons, as ace: 
by one or other Recommended to vs, This His Majeſty defires us. to fignifie by His - 
Declaration, but yet leaves us free after all. And what is the matter now, we cannot , 
declare to the People theſe and others His Majeſties Propoſals > We nor they are ever 
the mare compelled-or interpreted tocomply with them.” * Pa 

Again, What if we cannot fully conſent * Are there not-many things done by us, 
both for our ſelves and others, but with an half, or a doubting Conſent > Do we not 
perform many Commands of our Parents, of which we are not fo fully ſatisfied, ſome- 
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times for their Expedi aud ſometimes perhaps for their Lawfulaeſs > Aud are not 
indeed almoſt all-the Conleats of Men in NE cence a 
of this kind? Does the reading this Declaration ingage us in an evil and unlawful A. 

» as neceſſarily as your Simile- of Fire burning Wood ? Rave weno Reaſon of the 
leaſt doubt in this Matter? Hare werobbcd: the Biſhop of Rome of all his InfallibilÞ 
ty? If there be, az I believe with-the moſt there is, ſomething of doubt in the other 


-then that's a Rule which heretofore we uſed to commend to the Diflcy.. 


Balance; 

ters in the bu Canformity : It is good to daubt on the beft fide z Let us fear 
ve fin againſt Gad, _—_ i King That to obey the King 1 enm;. 
bus licitzs & hots, bout All doubt: hether this Command of His p— 


theron is not ſo certain. - Away then with Obedience, whcre yÞu fee _yeu: 
may be Merkhrer 5.904 fave l 


certain >: This was after our own ORCC, if we have ta 
ken no falſe Meaſures ſince. 5 ae” | 

' And further, If we cannot ſerve His Majeſty in this, with ſo intire a Conſent as we 
with we could ; Can we do nothing of Civility, of Honour and Reſpect > Woes not 
this move us ſometimes to ftrain a little out of our Byaſs? If this Declaration had been 
a Speech of my Lord Ruſſe!'s, .or a Letter of Dr. Burzer's, we had been fo kind tomake 
them as publick ax we could. Some of us remember the Qrdinances of the Black Partia» 
ment, and the Proclamations of an Uſurpiog Olzver,, and bow: (tiwugh I believe fome- 
what againſt our minds) a little laviſh fear naade us huckle to the reading them in, our 
Churches, and to give Thanks, and faft as demurely as the beſt of them. X 


But it ſcems neither Love nor Feas can prevail with us, in the behalf of His Majeſty, 
Ifit were but to have expiated and retriv'd that Sin and Folly of our Ingratitude, when * 


we, like Blocks, lay unmoved without the leaſt ſenſe of His Majeftiesmore particular fa- 


vour ta us, and when an univerſalferment of Joy and Thanks transfuſed; it felf over the . 
whole Nation, but our. fingutar ſelves. A ſtupidity, in which. your Letter would tempt: 
v8 to he hardned more and more. This, {ay you, muſt hare ſerved-in- ſtead of .an-Ad-- 
drefs of Thanks, which the Clergy generally refuled, though it wasonly to Thank the : 
King for His Gracious pramiiſe, renewed to-the Church of England, in. his Declaration, 


which was much more innocent, than topubliſh the Declaration it ſelf inour Churches. 
was, .that.it would be but-I thank you for nothing; and that His Majeſtics promiſe was 


a Suerogation , over thoſe Eſtabliſhed Laws, which had done mare for our Pro«* 


| Security alrcady, than he cayld add 
Ne 1: 
member ho 
Church of Eng/and may have infutuce Parliaments, as likely as heretofore in their moſt 
Halcyon Days, and how mwch we may have occafion to be beholding to'a Le Roy avi- 
ſera,” to obviate their Attempts. But this, 1 conceive was not thought of in, the Thank« 


ing Days, wheh our Manners to our King, was much off that Cymca) fort as of Diogenes ' 


to Altxander, Pray Sir, ſtand out of aur Same ud don't binder wg of that youtannor groe us. 


" Welt, Sir, you for your part, ig ſtead of 'mending one, Hole,;a5e like t0- make : two; | 
You are for no Addreſs of T ,- nor any thing like it : Wherefore I pray God de- 


liver the Church of Eng/end from falling into the: Hands of ſuch-Bochers. 


"For my part, I would adviſe them yet to Adgrels to His Majeity,. acknowledging their ' 


, beg His Parday,, truſt is His promiſe and give him aſſurance, they areready to; 
His Declaration whenever. He pleaſe toCommand them. Ig 
'1 fiwould not yire {his Counſel, if I were not their Friend, and, Sir, Tous 
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ye - 


I reniember one of the famaus Oxford Rex why the Clergy ſhould not Addref, / 


_ it would have becomed wiſe Men, however happy at preſent, ths 16 
w fickle and various Fortune uſes to be : Who knows,what back Friends-the - 
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